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THIS='N'=THAT
Your editor impulsively decided to follow Fantasy Commentator tradition by com-
piling a list of all books of fentasy fiction published since issue #24, Halfway
through the task he wes regretting his rashness very keenly, The work was pushed
on to the bitter end, however, and the fruits of these lebors follow below, Ine
cluded are volumes printed here, in Britain and such Continental titles as could
be unearthed; reprints, paper~bound or otherwise, have been excluded unless they
represent old, réare and/or extremely cut-of-the-way material, Zxcept for those
books that have escaped attention (very few, it is helieved) and the ones cited
in the last Commentator "This-'n'-That" column, then, this listing covers all of the

years 1950 and 1951 plus early issues in the field during 1952t

addams, Chas,: Monster Rally (Simon &
Schuster, $2¢95), Wonderfully gruesome
collection of macabre cartoons.

Asimov, Isaac: Foundation (CGnome, $23).
Zqual to the author's usual standards
--=guch as they are, IEntertaining,

--=-t I, Robot (Gnome, $2%), Routine
novel of intrigue in the future,

--=3 The Stars, Like Dust (Doubleday,
92% ), Interwgalactic novel, serial-
ized in magazine form as "Tyran,"

Asquith, Cinthia: Yhat Dreams }ay Come
(Barrie, 10/6), 3Zight horror and su-
pernatural tales, sometimes effective
but more often rather obvious,

aymé, iarcel: In Arridre (Gellimard,
350fr, ), Ten shorts, some of which,
like "Conte du Milieu," are fantasy.,

-~=1 The 5econd Face (The Bodley Head,
10/6 ). Amusing account of a man's face
miraculously changed into another's,

Bacehelli, Riccardo: Lz Cometa:r Romenzo
Tragicomo (Rizzoli, L,750), Rich al-
legory about an imaginary comet about
to destroy the world, ZIZxcellent,

Bair, Patrick: Faster) Faster! (Viking,
$33 Tyre & Spottiswoode, 9/6). ille-
gorical fantasy sbout the plight of the
individuelist in the regimented world,

Beuf, Carlo: The Innocence of Pastor
¥iiller (Duell, Sloane & Pierce, $2%5.
Illustrated by the author; introduc-
tion by JeDeAdems, Brief account of a
device that photographs thoughts,

Blish, James: Jack of Dagles {Creen-
berg, $2%). Serialized as “Let the

Finder Beware," Pretty sour stuff.
Boucher, Anthony & llkcComas, J, Francis,
eds.: The Begt from Fentasy and Sci-

ence Fiction (Little=Brown, $2%). 19
gocd shorts in an atrocious binding,

Bradbury, sey: The Illustrated lan ($23,
Doubleday ), 18 excellent s-f stories,
some previously unpublished, Get it,

Brown, Frederic: Space on iy Hands ($3,
Shasta)s, Nine good shorts, but half of
them are a bit too well known,

Bushnell, sdelyn: Strange Gift (Coward-
HMcCann, $3), 4 clairvoyant in doubting
New Zngland, <Quite entertaining,

Cudell, Elizabeth: Brimstone in the Gar-
den (Morrow, $3), Pleasant combination
ghost story and social satire,

Campbell, John W,, Jr.s The loon Is Hell,
(Fantasy Press, $3), The title story
is better than "The Zlder Cods," which
is also included for good measure,

--=, 0dys The Astounding Science Fiction
anthology (Simon & Schuster, $3.95). 23
stories, nearly 600 pages. sacceptabls,

Capon, Paul: The Other Side of the Moon
(Heinemann, 10/6), Femiliar stuff: an
expedition to another planet,

Carr, John Dicksont The Devil in Vel-
vet (Harper, $3), A good combination
time~travel fantasy & detective novel,

Carr, Rbt, 5.1 Beyond Infinity (Famtasy
Press, $2%)., Four longish novelettes
by a returned old-timer in the field,

Chaplin, 5id: The Thin Seam (Dent, y2;
Phoenix, 8/6), Illus, by Norman Town,
Borderline allegory that never jells,

Coatsworth, =Zlizabeth:The snchanteds an
Incredible Tale (Pantheon, $2%), Ill,
by Rbte Wy White. A strange region in
llaine where magic still reigns, Good,

Coblentz, Stanton A,z Into Plutonian
Depths (avon, 25¢), Let's not go.

Collier, John: Fancies and Goodnights
(94, Doubleday). 50 entries, To be
reviewed in Fantasy Commentator #27.

(continued on page 184)
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WEAVER OF NIGHTMARES

by
feorge T, Letzel

i day-drezmer I heve been from bovhood, heunted, no mat-
ter whet ay task, by imuginations, mostly epproximating soud
form of fictitious nerraetive; imaginetions beyond my pover
to banish und seldon vithin ay power to alter, modify or control.

Tesides, I have, in my sleep, dreamcd many dreams which,
after waking, I could remembers some dimly, vaguely, or
feintlv: others cleerly, vividly or even intensely. =« major-
ity of these dreams heve been such as come to most sleepers,
but a minority heve been such zs visit fev dreamers,

@5oetimes I wake uwith the most distinet recollection of
a picture, definite snd vith & multitude of details. ... Of -
ten I weke with the senscotion of having just finished reading
e book or story. Cenerally I can recall thre foru znd appear-
ance of the book and can almost see the last pages size,
shepe, quality of pmper and kind of tyvpe; with every letter

of the last sentsuces.

ce—dywerd L, white:s She Song of the sirens

_— .

Yig dreams, he said, begen long years a6 in Drpoklyn when he was a boy
of five, In some he seemed to explore actuel reuote sections of that’ boroushts
Prospect Purl, but in others he could discern only erhenersl, misty groves and
grottoes, .uch later young Daster Lduard jokingly asked his elders to take hium
to see such non-existent places. «nd in the leter years of manhood =dward lLucas
“hite sttributed the incus-freught visions ke still experienced not' to weaking
memories or escapist imaginings but to ysars of tireless research, It was these
dreams of maturity, the residuum of classicel iore, that formed the core of his
supernatural fiction., &fter divulging tnis, houwever, White prouptly adced taat
ne had "not one iota of belief in the supernsfural.”

“is sppearance during the final decades of his 1ife was that of a scho-
ler, He icbitually wore spectacles, was garbed in ¢ nlnin blacl suit, and had
shite haire--a beard and mustaehk that aluost covered his face. 1t the plerc-
ing expression of his eyes and 2n erect, almost militery ianner disnelled wuch of
the sedatonsss that would customarily be associsteu with = professorial aspect,

wdverd L. White's life might be characterized es that of e aumor-loving
family nean, Le enjoyed sitting down to dinner with his wife each day ¢s much, he
stated, o8 he had in his devs of courtship, On one occasion he recounted with o
smile how the family cate~--when it lived masterless in glleys---"adopted" hin one
night as ne strolled by. s«binelech, as it came to be known, followed hiu hole
to become = life-long guest.

iiis school pupils related how he woulc enter the classroom with a wil-
itary gait, greet all in precisely the sane words, chenge to classroou coat and
go to work, Ye was noted for the sbility to impart interest in subjects usually
considered dull or difficult, cnd students remembered this years later, One dey
this bewhiskered gentlemen rolled his trouseér legs up to his knees; and grasping
a ruler to serve as an improuiu sword, showed how Leesar led a charze during ons
campsicn of the Gzllic lars. Fe was lnoun familiarly to his young cherpes---but
alwvays out of earshot---as ".hiders “hite." Those Gresk and Lafin gtudents de-
came the "phenomenal number of friends who corresponded from all over the world."
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Among his correspondents White numbered Rudyard Kipling, who was in Vermont lin
1892 when White wrete an unsolicited but kindly appreisal of his poems., Kipling
returned the compliment, graciously acknowledging White's scholarship in verse
in a reply that started a life-long friendship,

But eventually these evenings of letter-writing had tc be terminated,
From the time he wes nine years of age he had been attacked by sudden mnigraine
headaches which inceapacitated him for several days. For weeks thereafter he dar-
ed not read for more than a few minutes at a time. In later life these headuches
frequently cursed him daily, starting especinlly when he read or wrote by erti-
ficial light, When this mede correspondence almost impossible he began calling
on his "adopted nephews and nieces," his former students. :

Few sources of information on Bdward Lucas White exist. His last book,
Matrimony (1932), is primarily an account of his marriage, covering little of his
earlier life and furnishing less tiographical informetion than might be expected,
More helpful are the Naticnal Cvclopedie of American Biography's brief accowrtt of
the man and that in The llen who Make Qur Novels {191%), which Charles C, Raldwin
compiled under the pseudonym of George Gordon, These, token in combinstion with
occasional columns in old newspaper files, enable the litersry researcherto piecs
together a reasonably adequate picture of this autheor's existence,

wdwerd L, White was born in Bergen, New Jersey, liay 18, 1866, of Thomas
Hurley and Kete Butler (Lucas) White. His parents were Roman Catholic, of French
stock, their ancestors herving emigrated to Pennsylvenic in the middle 1700's, In
1862 the family moved to Brooklyn, remeining until 1872, There followed five
years on New York's Lzke Seneca before going to Baltimore, where, with three ex-
ceptians, White spent the remeinder of his life,

de wes educated at Pen Lucy School, the University School for Boys ucnd
Villenova College. In those deys his chief interest wes science, and he at first
visualized himself = lecturer in biology. However, on a round-trip by seiling-
ship to Rio de Janierc in 1885 he took the opportunity to evaluaste his character
carefully, ond resclved to devote himself to poetry end literature, This was
not as startling a shift of purpose es it might seem, for he had delved deeply
into fiction, history and poetry since childhood, Lomgfellow, whom he &ook zs o
wodel, cloimed thet un understanding of the Romange languages helpod versifica-
tion, and White decided to follow his lead. He attended Johns Hopkins, hoping to
become a professer or a librarian, His studiss gquickly led him to the conclusi=-
en that Romance literature was but a weak shadow of that in Latin and Creek,
without knowledge of which no one could really comprehend the moderns, He began
tc concentrate on the classics, but too late:s his migraine forced him to quit in
1888, his health badly broken,

A living must be earned, and White turned to teaching Latin and Greek
in private schools of Baltimore, Friends School and Eoys Latin, For the first
half of 1892 he was (as he himself put it "a temporary, stop-gap Latin teacher
at Dartmouth,"

Gn November 28, 1900 he married Agnes Gerry, daughter of a physician of
near-by Cantonsville, after an acquaintance end friendship of scme twelve years.
Their life together was "singularly happy," though in the last yeara before her
death in 1929 Agnes hite was en invalid., Her husband passed away on March 31,
1934, at thne age of 67,

wdward L, White alweys stated that he found poetry much easier to write
than prose, Worry, eccnomic pressure and illness, however, deprived him cf the
leisure he felt was necessary for its composition., Yet prose-writing was forced
en him as it was upon Poe end Lovecraft. He would write and rewrite, only +to
find his final draft as unsatisfying as his first. FHe actually burned thousands
of ms. pages in his back-handed script before producing one which his ‘'critical
faculties approved ¢f as not bad enocugh to burn," This was in August, 1903,
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"From 1904 on," he wrcte, "I had scme meagre success botvh at writing
short stories and selling them 10 magazines. By 190¢ I felt myself capakle 4 a

romance. iy rash impulse was to emulale Sienkiewicz's Delugs, whiclh 1 rate as
the greaiest historical romance ever writien.s.."” White then realized thet he

had discovered an unworked Jolconda 0f llterary material in reading ¢f the life
of Francla, dictator ¢f Parasguay. The result was al Supremo, ccmposed in the
gummers of 1910~1l-12, whick ren tc 700 pages when published (1$16).

In the next dozen years there appeared twe collections of short gtories,
The Song of the Sirers (1919) and Lukuncco (1927}, and three novels about classi-
cal days in Cresce and Rome, The Unwilling Vestal (1918), Andiviug Hedulic {(1221)
and Helen (1925), White alsc wroete two works cof non~fiction, iatrimeny (1932),an
account of his marriage, and the histcrical text why Rome Fell (1927). These,
along with a slim collection of pcems titled Narrative Lyrics (1908), meke ug his
published books. There alsc exists 1in manuscript a 500,000~word novel, Flug Ul-
tra, whose lengih caused it tc be rejected by a nuzber of publishing housss.

white composed his steries in lead-pencil on small sheets of paper. In
the days after his marrisge kis wife would ccpy these drafts on the typswriter,
Since his nandwriling wes large, these manuscripts appeared even longer then they
actually were--~Plus Ultra, for example, takes up four running feet of shelf
space in this form,

"ky literary creed is that no one shculd write unless in possession of
an idee of theme or plot origiral and werih writing sbout; nor unless writing
lucidly and sgreeably,” White once stated. He ie on record also as "loathing"
satire, irony, cynicism and sercasm in writing, It is perhaps on account of
this latter feeling that some of kis work lacks the subtlety and pclish of bet-
ter known authors. He claimed that hLe had "never stooped to potbeilers," howev-
eér, In a 1919 letter to a book reviewer c¢n the Philadelphia Public l.edrer White
nemed "The Fasces" (in The Song of the Sirens) as his best work of fiction to date.

aAside from occasional touches in his poetry, Idward Lucas White's pub-
lished work in the fantasy field is confined to his short slories. Quite prob-
ebly his interest in the genre stemmed from an eerly passion for the writings of
ndgar Allan Poe, "I fuddled my brain reading and rereszding him," he admitted,
"till T had to banish from my home everything ¢f his, if I was to reed anything
else," Abetting this was of course his literery credc which put such high value
on originality., His mental outlook certainly did nct shy from the unusual, be-
sides: despite his family's religious background he was a natural-born free-tnink-
er, "pondering what was imparted to me, accepting some of it, yet disbelieving
much," even from his childhood years, And firally there was the vivid clarity of
his dreems, on which much of his fiction directly hinged,

The bulk of VWhite's work in the field is in Lukundooc, all of whose ven
entries are fantasy in some form, These, with the title story in The wong of ihe
Sirens, comprise the subject-matter for cur comsideration. Tales of magic make
up a majority of the eleven; io a lesser count come those of demonism; and & sol-
itary ghost story completes the groug.

This last story is "The House of the Nightmare," This account of a man
forced to spend the night in a house he does unot know tc be haunted has a sus-
tained atmosphere of eerieness that White handles quite well, A secondary theme
-=~10%t developed t0 any extent-~-intensifying this atmosphere is that of nighte
mares aifecting ancther than their own areamers; this appears but briefly, which
is regrettable, for I believe the cuncept is quite original,

White's tales in which the elemert of magic is paramcunt might be con-
sidered by starting with "The Message on the Slate," an elusive story that almost
eludes classification., Ghost and magic elements are present, but the external
soul motif (of which voodooism ig an aspect) seems to dominate these. The cen-
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tral theme is quite original, A man's wife, to whom he has been inordinaiely at-
tached, dies; he insists on a second coffin, identical with hers, being interred

at the same time. He later marries sncther woman, but is quite indifferent © o
her, as he cannot forget his sarlier mate. The women resents his atiitude, sna
on the advice of a spiritualist insists that the two cofiins be dug up. while

this 1s going on the husband's form tecomes moure and more nebulous and eventually
disaprears--~only to be found in the supposedly empty coffin, breathing kis last.
The occasional verbosity and the depressing atmosphere of this story have prob-
ably prevented its becoming popular, It reminds me somewhat of The Picture of
Dorian Gray, where Oscar Wilde employs a slightly different cast of the same ex-
ternal soul motif,

Coming it would seem from the pages of the defunct Unknown Worlds mag-
azine is "The Picture Puzzle.," The central prop, a jig-sew puzzle on which aman
and his wife see different gcenes, receives no explenation from White,; who is ap-
parently interested only in the strange coincidence it brings to fruition. dJnly
upen retrospection does the reader deduce cr devise his cwn ¢larification,

In "Alfandega 49A" the suthor again indulges in subtle presentation,
leaving loose ends the curious reader must gather up himself, t is plain, how-
ever, that Orodoff Guimaraes resorted to black magic to destroy his enemies, buil
whether he accomplished his evil end by voodoo or through the agency of a demon
servitor is not even remotely suggested, The atuosphere is gooed here; and more
then atones for a somewhat conventional course cf action.

"Lukundoo," possibly White's most famous story, is a refined dose of
African demonism (or magic, as you will) that may be toc strong for meny tastes.
A witch-doctor's curse causes 2 man to become afflicted with horrible growthse—--
tiny, living mannikins which sprout from his flesh, An "Afterword"” in Lukundoc
reveals that this, like all but one of the entries of the volume, was drsam-in-
gpired. "But I never should have dreemed it," wrote White, "had I not previously
read H. G, Wells' much better story, 'Pollock and the Porrch Man.' Anyone inter-
ested in dreams might relish comparing the two tales, They have resemblant fea=
tures, but are very unlike,..."

Ambitious design showa in "Scrcery Island," where the reiterated motif
of flying geese remind one of witches' familiars and objects of & magic spell.’
An sirman flying above a lonely islet is caught in the magic spell that not only
walls in its victims on the ground but reaches invisible fingers into the sky 1o
trap new prey,

The final story that can be classified as involving magic of some sort
is "Floki's Blade," This, which is based not on White's nightmares but those of
an acquaintance, is & rather mediocre supernatural tele, interesting if read on-
ly as an entertaining adventure ysarn,

The style of "The Pig-Skin Belt" is reminiscent of Henry 5. Whitehead's
prose of the Uest Indies. TIts theme is therisnthropy, and like several titles
mentioned above it offers no answers to questions of motivation, This detracts
little from its quality, however,

Prcbably one of =dward L, Vhite's finest efforts is "The Snout," I 1
tells of what was found by a pair of housebreskers in the home of & wmysterious
recluse., Its development is kindred with that of He. P. Lovecraft's Cthulhu sto-
ries. The hints of human demonism and degeneration found here sesm to foreshadow
many elements of that Providence master's work,

"imine" i1s also a powerful portrait in demonism, It is interesting to
compare it with "The Ghoula" {in Narrative Lyrics), which employs the identical
theme and setting and which was composed in the same year (1906)., Knowing White's
method of composition, I feel sure the poem waes the first versiom of the two. The
feeling of an actual nightmare truly pervades this story, and the rovelation of
the final horror climexes the reader’'s mounting disquietude.
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As mentioned before, on the title story in The Song of ihe oirens is
supernatural, This tule seems to end much too abruptly. The slow, elaborate be-
ginning makes one suspect strongly thset the author indended it to be of greater
length, and that &t one point--~page 51 of the book, I should guess---sometning
happened (e bout of migreine, perhaps?) that forced him to sbandon & leisurely
development, Lovecraft, it might be mentioned, commented on the "verguagive
strangensss" rervading this work,

Though not qualifying as supernatural, twe other titles in this buck
are worthy of mention. "The Flambeau Bracket" has ummistakeable Poesque touches
with its final revelation of 2 murdered man's identity and ike reasoy far his
death. DBut for several technical faults this title might well pamss for a newly-
discovered tale by that author, so excollent 1s the central idea and so cluse the
stylistic similarities, The other stery is "Disvole,” & study of a ghastly vens
detta., Its incidents have almost a Shakesgearian color, and its chilling finale
displays more understatement thot White wusunlly exercises,

A study of %hite's siyle dredges many interesting things to the sur-
face, The shocking terminnl climex, or punche-line ending, wes idivmatic with the
mar, end would seem to corrcborate tus sometimes-questioned steciement +that his
fictlon wos very often literel accounts of nightmares. For a uightmare usually
embodies o single overwhelming mood or idea that literally frightens a person
aweke. ilany of White's characters of mystericus identity roveal themselves and
as & result send the unfortuncte discoverers into thet kind of screaming shock
which characterizes for mest of us the struggle of o bad dream's ending,

The leaving of loose ends in his various stories is another treit. H.
P, Lovecraft, for exemple, committed similar plot lzcunae, but Lovecraft knitted
such separate tales together over a period of years by graduelly explaining and
filling in the gaps, a case in point being his “ghoul-changeling" motif. White
apparently was not bothered by thesse geps, and made no effort to fill them.

Lesser characteristica are the recurring themes of sorcery and biclog=-
ical anomalies, An adventuresome mood suffuses nearly all his prose, historicsl
and -supernaturel fiction alike, piving them & virility reminding one of London.

Bdward Lucas White's work in the fantasy genre stands alone, isolsted
from his contemporaries and from current schools alike. It is individual, influ-
enced mainly by dresms, that residuum of reading and classical lore that owns no
master, And it gives its possessor a distinct and unmistakeable niche in the
halls of fantastic fiction,
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N.Y.S8unday Sun, May 24, 1891
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Lantic wonthly, April 1892
z May 1892
Cogmopelitan, August, 1893
¥ September, 1693
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Ihe Ishmaelite, December, 1898
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Baltimore News, Liarch 19, 1904
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Delineator, November, 1909
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(Note: the places of publication of . L. White's magazine short stories are not
available at this writing, these periodicals being mostly obscure ones, I is
known, however, that his "Sonp of the Sirens" appeared in Sunset Magazine under
the title "The lan Vho Had Seen Them.")

AUTHCR'S POSTSCRIPT

Aside from the literary sources mentioned in the main body of this article, ccu~
giderable information was obtained from perscnal recollections of two of Ldward
L. White's scquaintances and from newsclippings in the files of Baltimore's =mnoch
Pratt Free Library, Iy brief study of this author has been helped by the most
generous suggesticns of lirs, Hampton of the ilaryland Historicel Socciety, to whom
this humble literary effort is gretefully dedicated,

e GO Qe

(Thumbing the unsey Filecs--~continued from page 172)

pelled from his regiment in disgrace, is in New York while his old re-
giment is fighting in ¥Frence, Le appecrs to lead them in o charge, is |
killed---wheoreupon his cecd body is discovered in New York. Good---one
of Abdulleh's better efforte.
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LITTLE KNOWN FANTASY

Darrell C.‘Richardson

IIT -~ Fentasy ond Science~iiction in New Magazine, New Story & All saround

Cne of the most fascinating of the older all-fiction magazines is Heu
Story. It followed the pattern of the Frank A. Munsey chain in often changing
title, merging with and absorbing other publications. It was very populer in its
day, too, but is now almost unknown, It was first called New Magazine, and had
evolved out of the old Gunter's Mapazine, originally a Street and Smith periodi-
cal, With the October, 1910 issue (vol. 12, #3) of Cunter's, which had just been
bought by the LaSalle Publishing Compeny of Chicago, the title was c¢hanged to
The New (Gunter's) Magpzine, With the November, 1910 number it became The New
Mpgazine, and was renumbered volume one, number one, In August, 1911 the title
New Story was adopted, and by early 1912 the magazine was taken over by Otreset
and Smith again, Once more the title was changed (December, 1915), this time to
All Around Megazine, And with the April, 1917 issue All Around combined with
People's Magczine, anather Street and Smith Qariodicel.f All these chenges give

the impression of an unstable publisation-~-yet throughout its life (76 numbers)
o regular monthly schedule was meintained,

This series of magezines contained a lerge number of unusuel stories,
including severasl that are science-fiction or fantasy. It is perhaps most famous
because three stories by Zdgar Rice Burroughs and one by H. Rider Haggard were
printed tnere, "The Return of Tarzan" was a seven-pert serial beginning in the
June, 1913 number, "Tarzan of the Apes" had appeared a few months before (Octo-
ber, 1212) in The All-Storys; this had mede such a terrific hit that it was con-
sidered quite s feat for Street and Smith to steal away the sequel from the edi-~
tor of the Funsey chain, Bob Devis, The first three installments of "The Return
of Tarzan" were featured by oover illustratiocns; one of these (later reproduced
on the jacket of the book) was a full-color painting by N. C. Wyeth. "The CQut-
law of Torn" begam in January, 1914, the very month after "Tarzan" had concluded;
it was a five-part serisl, running through the kay, 1914 issue, "Allen and the
Holy Flower" by H,. Rider Haggerd was serialized concurrently in seven installments,
closing with the June, 1914 number, This prevented "The Outlaw of Torn" frum be-
ing honored by cover illustrations, since three were used to provide some excel-
lent illustretions for Haggard's contribution, In the February, 1916 number of
tre magazine Purroughs' fantasy novel "Beyond Thirty" appeared complete, This
issue of All Around is so rare ond sought after (since "Beyond Thirty" was never
printed anywhers else) that it would be difficult to estimate its market value,
To & slightly lesser extent, in fact, the same thing 1s true of the other issues
containing original printings of Purroughs' and Haggard's novels.

These novels are fairlv well known, so I shall concentrate on reviewing
in this brief article some of the more obscure fantasies in these magazines,

Owen Oliver's "Mag Who Came Fack" (October, 1912) concerns a lost race
in Wengaland, an unknown part of Africa, The Wengas brew a noxious, paralyzing
drug that robs men of will-power end transforms them into beasts. The purpose of
a trek into this strange land is to search for Charles Norrington, who had disep-
peared there: not in order to save him---it would be too late for thate--but to
grent him a higher mercy, death,

Two short supernaturszl tales by Z. F. Benson appeared here. “The Room
in the Tower" (September, 1914) is & weird tale on the oft-used theme "dreams are
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subsequently realized in the material," and provided the title for Benson's first
collection of stories. The ghosts in "What Came into the Long Gallery" (karch,
1915) are the epirits of twin bebies murdered in a terrible fashion by their un-
cle to gain an inheritance, He threw them into the huge fireplace of the gallery
and stemped them down into the flames with his riding-boots. The little ghosts
are finally "leid" by kindness and love.

"The Terror" by John lidward Russell (July tc October, 1914) is a novel
of mdventure and search for treasure in the Scuth Seas. The plot centers around
& mysterious creature on an urknown isle where pearls are hidden., The "terror"
turns out to be a prehistoric pterodactyl, which hunts and kills men as effect-
ively as a bird does insects,

James Francis Dwyer is represented by twc ncvels in the Talbot ifundy
tradition, "The Green Half-Moon" {August to November, 1915) deals effectively
with Oriental mysticism, "The Heasrt of Tamerlane" (April tc July, 1915) tells of
the search for the "heart" of Tamerlane which exerts a sinister influence among
the "initiated" of India, Three adventurers gain admittance to its secret cere-
ponies, where thousands of maidens have been sacrificed through the years to pro-
vide blood for its "life." The solution to the mystery packs « climactic punch,

The July, 1915 New Story alsc furnishes two other fantasics, One is
Korgan Robertson's last story, written shorily before his dusth, "Finregan's Byce
sight," The other is a long novel by Wolcctt Le Olear, "The Toad of Dcom," This
adventure story of South America introduces a lost race of Incas who have an in-
teresting way of disposing of their victims, The extract ¢f an exotic plant is
sprinkled in a trail from the victim to the cave where the toads live. The giant
toads, charmed by the scent, follow it to their prey, which they devour alilve.

The December, 1915 issue began Frank Blighton's five-part serial, "The
Island of Fear," This is old-time science-fiction about an invention that trans-
mits electricity without wires, JMNost of the action tekes place cn "ilectric Is-
land," which is surrounded by natural barriers such as inaccessible cliffs, whirl-
pocls, etc. VWith it was William Hope Hodgson's fine little gem, "The Mystery of
the Missing Ships," "The Derelict," one of his btest fantasies, was publiched two
months later (February, 1916) in the same number as "Beyond Thirty,"

"The Buddha's Elephant” by Allan Hawkwood (August, 1916) is described
ags a tale of "a Greek goddess in the Chinese desert," In a lost Greek city in
the Gobli is~--smong other things---a replica of the Parthenon, This is a very
good lost race tale indeed, And why not? For "Allan Hawkwcod" is nc other than
that master craftsman, H, Bedford-Jones! . Bedford-Jones, who next to Frederick
Faust may heve been the world's most prolific writer, wrote an oceasional off-
trail story under this pseudonym.

In the same issue is the first of a series of prehistoric fantasies by
Js Allan Dunn, "The Fire Meker," The second, "Wo, the Wizard" (September, 1916)
demonstrates how brain can win over brawn even in the Stone Age, Wo beccmes the
first medicine man of his tribe, "Squat, the Word liaker" (Octobsr, 1916) shows
how the cave people's language developed. The final title in this series is "Red
the Fish luter" (November, 1916),

With this last are three more fantaslies., First, a complete Semi Dual
novel by J. U. Glesy and Junius B. Smith, "The Web of Circumstances," wecondly,
a horror story by Guy Thorne entitled "The Ventilator."  Reminiscent of Poe, it
is well told. OStangely encugh, the leading character is a collector of "fantasy
and steries of the imagination,” end is reading a volume of Pose when first he ap-
pears on the scene. Finally, a four-part serial called "The Bowl of Baal" begins
in the game number, This is by Robert Ames Bennett, and is almost as good as his
femous earlier fantasy Thyra (1901), While flying over Arabia Larry C'Brien dis-
covers and lands in an unknown city, He is welcomed as Baal, Lord of Air. - The
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city is governed by a sultana, the beautiful and passionate Tigra. %ven mcre in-
teresting to O0'Brien is the attractive priestess of FEaal, Istara. Not far from
the city is a place of mystery and terror called "Irem"; here lives the "dweller
in Irem," which O'Brien discovers to be a monstrous prehistoric lizard, Aside
from containing all the elements of a first-class fantastic yarn the story has
considerable literary merit. It might well join "The Heads of Cerberus"and "The
Abyss of wonders" in Lloyd Eshbach's projected Polaris Fantasy Library.

"The Treasure of Atlantis” by J. Allan Dunn (December, 1916} is a com~
plete novel about survivors of ancient Atlantis in unexplored South America. The
theme is quite time-worn, but the story holds up well,

The final issue of All Around (March, 1917) contains George B, Rodnev's
long fantasy novel, "The Underground Trail," This definitely top-notchy It not
only was excellent in its own time, but it stands up very well to modern stand-
ards of the field, In the very wildest and remote section ef Arizona a group of
people are sttacked by hostile Apaches, They escape .into a cave, but are trapped
when their pursuers cause a landslide at the entrance that seals them in, At the
rear of the cave they find and follow a subterranean tunnel for countless miles,
In this tunnel (which, incredibly, was man-made and very ancient ) they stumble on
the fabulous, legendary "mother lode" of gold, where that metal apparently grows
like a plant. They are also attacked by a prehistoric cleosaurus, which has sur~
vived, though blind, through the ages underground., After seven days, near death,
they emerge in a hidden sealed valley in the depths of the Grand Canyon of the
Colorado, This valley is peopled by nearly 20,000 descendants of the ancient Tol-
tecs, The party's adventures there, the several love affairs, the pagan rites of
the civilization, and the ultimate escape all make a very exciting story,

Among other well-known writers who contributed to these magezines are
James Oliver Curwood, "ilbert Patten, J. Aubrey Tyson, Edwin Bliss, Bertram At-
key, Clarence Puddington Kelland, Edgar Wallace and Achmed Abdullah, luch of the
obscure fantasy in these pages is eminently readable, and well worth the atten-
tion of discriminating collectors,

-==000===

3O0K REVIEWS

KEW TALES OF SPACE AND TIME, edited by Raymond J. Healy with an introduction by
Anthony Boucher. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1951. xiii-294pp. 2lkcwm. $3.50.

Nowadays anyone with previous publishing "connections" and a dozen back
number magezines apparently qualifies as an expert on science-fiction. To date
the efforts of these self-styled experts have been generally unrewarding, and in
particular the anthologies they have edited have been pretty disappointing. It is
pleasant, then, to dispel their stale rehashings from mind with this fresh col-
lection-~~for New Tales of Space and Time contains ten stories written especiclly
for it, none of which has ever been printed elssewhsre,

On the other hand, this "new" way of filling an anthology cerries a dis-
advantage, An anthology is supposed to be a group of stories sufficiently above
everage quality to warrant appearing in book form. What are the chances that ary
sheaf of stories, written quickly to order, will be sbove average? ilore import-
ant, what are the chances of their bettering those in any two consecutive issues
of a good science-fiction pulp, with which they would for the most part be com-
parable and with which they would necessarily compete?

Let us review the contents of Mr, Healy's compilation before attempting
to answer these questions and draw conclusions.

All of the entries are acceptably written, and the majority could have
appeared in Calaxy or Astounding Science-Fiction. Two of them possibly couldn't
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haves Anthony Boucher’s "Quest for Ssint Aquin" and CGerald Heard's"B & lime~Planet
4," The firet is an unusual robot tale of the future that prcbably violates
enough pulp mores in its extrapclation on religicn to bar it from a fantasy mag-
azine, I enjoyed it considerably, I can't say the same for Heard's story, how-
ever, It is a long-winded tore, like much of this eccentric Californian's fice
tion, and contains many touches indirectly advocating nudism, living without
houses, "coBperating” with vegetables by "letting them evclve instesc of simply ex-
ploiting them" (whatever that means} and similar quaint noctions, It is on a par
with Ig Another World Watching?, in which Heard eonjured up glant Martian bees as
the cause of the so~called flying saucers---which of course have bteen identified
as instrument-carrying belloors. Neither work deserves serious consideration,

Two well-knewn and overrated suthors, Isaac Asimov and A. w. van Vogt,
have also contributed to New Tales of Space and Time, The former's "In a Good
Causew=~," better than much of his fiction, is a nicely-~turned study in political
philcsophy with a couple of neat, ircnic twists, Very entertaining., Van Vogl's
"Pulfiliment" 1s sbout a machine that can think, and, in combination with soume
typical confusing time-shifts, gives the author a perfect epportunity tc surrounc
a minute idea with a vast amount of unnecessary wordege, It all adds up to very
littlew=-0xcept to show that a lot of people can't tell the difference between
woolly prose and genuine writing ability. (I wonder how much longer fantasy edi-
tors, publishers and readers are going to mistake such mixtures of jumbled time~
sequences, impressive phrases and infinitesimal plot-germs for talent?)

Three titles fall into the "pleasant time-killer" category---they are
neither outstandingly good nor bad, "Ycu Can't Say That" by Cleve Cartmill, is
the best of this medioccre trio. It is mainly adventure in the future, with some
detective overtones, blended into a slickly satisfying fermula yarn. Conversely,
P. Schuyler Miller's "Status Quandam" is the least pleasing. This is a hastily
dashed-off{ de Campish time-jump back toc Athenian Greece, and reads in spots like
a precis of a novel rather than the short story it was intended to be, e
Miller was more interested in showing that Greek everyday life was noct ithe same
a8 schoolbeoks portray it than in writing a good story. Midway betweon these two
stories is "Tolliver's Travels" by Irank Fenton and Joseph Petracca, This deals
with & hack Hollywocd scenario writer suddenly rrojected into the world of 2131,
where happiness is enferced by law,

Let me cite the remaining entries, the cream of this anthclogy, in or-
der of ascending quality. R. Bretnor's "Little anton" is a rollicking, hilari-
ous &nd frequently bawdy tale of an adolescent immigrant boy who has four-dimen-
sioenal sight, and of his great-uncle, ncne other than the infamous inventor Papa
Schimmelhorn., This is a welcome additien to the author's past efforts in this
sories. Kris Neville's "Bettyann" is & mocd story about a member of an slien race
wno could not be faithful to her own peoples There are a few rough spots in the
proge fabric which remind the reader that Neviile is an untried author, bul they
are far outshadowed by some unusually effective descriptive weaving, If "Betty~
ann" is a fair sample of his sbilities today, those of his maturity should be
hauntingly beautiful indeed, I think that "hanuting" is also the best word for
"Here There Re Tygers," in which Ray Bradbury tells what happened to an explcring
rocket in a strange, faraway universe, Like most Bradbury yarns, this one has
very little plot, but plenty of warm, circumstantial detail and fine atmogphere.
It is probably the best story in the book,

The interssting introduction of Anthony Boucher (why not editor Healy,
one wonders?) lements the way anthologists live off each other's guts~--albeft in
more delicate terms. The reader i1s also told here that the contents of the book
were intended "to provide an enswer to ancther problem," the expression of more
positive faith in man himself to solve his future troubles, I hate to¢ disillus-
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ion Mr. Boucher, but this seems to me to be nothing more than a variation or ree
phrasing of what fantasy editors have been saying for years, In fact, “he whole
pulp field (in science-fiction and out) hus always operated strictly on & low-
level human equation because readers weren't suppcsed to understand anytiing else)
Oh well., HMr. B. also informs us that in planning this volume authcrs were told
in advance just what themes they were supposed t¢ write a story about, Recders
of New Teles of Spuce and Time, whether they liked it or not, can surevly pounce
cn thet remerk to prove their point, (I refrain from joining inthis pestime my-
sslf cnly bucause I have already used up more wordage here than I intendod, )

To summarizes Three entries in this collection are excellont: twe ore
very good; three rate as ordinary: aend two fall well below par. 4dd to this the
fact that new stories can't duplicate others end you heve definitely clessifiou
the book as one of 1951's dozen best.

ohould you buy it? You can’t answer that without recalling one c¢ihor
fact, No wetter how poorly compiled and repetitious the average anthology i
be, it nearly elways has one redeeming feature: at least one entry that is & re 1l
gem, © gonuine clessic. If you heven't read that clessic, or don't own it, you
may well purchzse thu book for it elone., Thut happens more often then wany edi-
tors think. New Tales of Space and Time, for all its good points, jusi doesn't
have one of those clussic gems., Whether you'll want to own it, then, simply de-
pends on how badly you want to rezd ten new science-fiction stories,

--~Charles Feter Brady.

NIGHT'S YAWNING PLAL: A GHOSTLY CCLUFANY, solected and with a foreword by August
Derleth. beuk City: Arkhom House, 1952, viii-280pp, 21 ecm. $3.00, '

Time slips by too repidly: one can scarcely believe that nearly five
years have pasced since the cppecrence of August Derleth's last collestion of su-
pernotural fiction, The S5leeping znd the Lead. In the interim he has been busy
cotering to the feshionable public taste for science-fiction anthologies, and it
is good now to find him returning to his first love with this new compilation of
fifteen weird tales,

Night's Yawning Peal is somewhat shcrter than its four predecessors,
and differs from them also in being built around one single title, Howard Love-
craft's "Case of Charles Dexter Ward," This novel takes up almost hslf the book,
Bringing it back inte print after several yesrs of unavailability is certaialy
commendable--~the more so because "Ward" remeins every bit as effective es it was
over g decade ago in Weird Tales, and not the least because neither there nor in
Beyond the Well of Sleeg was it printed in clear type of adequate size., That is
eccomplished here for the first time.

Along with Lovecraft, such masters as Dunsany, Le Fanu, Blackwcod and
Wokefield are represented, all of them by refreshing, out-of-the-way items. "The
Sign" first appeared in Lord Dunsany's Jorkens Has & Large Whiskev (1940): tucse
rnot fortunate enough to own that scarce volume will be glad of the chance to read
ihig gently ironic tale of reincarnation here, "The Charchyard Yew" never sp-
peared in cheridan Le Fanu's collected works, which is a pity, as it is =z very
effective account of ghostly retribution well up to the Victorian master's st.n-
dard. Algernon Blackwood tells « rather thin, though gquietly moving, story of o
remote Welsh vealley cnd the retinue of Pan in "Roman Remains"; this too was never
collected by the zuthor in any of his books, H. Hussell Wakefield's "Gorge of
the Churels," which hes seen print only in The Arkhem Sampler, deals skillfully
with Indian megic, but cannot equel his best ewrlier efforts in the field.

With the exception of "The Loved Dead" by C. . Zddy, Jr., the rest cf
the entries nre of recent vintrge-~~less then five years old, for the most part.
"The Loved Dead" dates back to 1924, when its appearence stirred up considerable
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furore in sducriional anc religious groups; today the necrophilia it describes is
less likely to shock recders than provcke psychiatric speculation, The best in
the group of recent tales are "!'r. George" end "The Lonesome Place," which illus-
trete nicely August Derleth's own ability to hendle two entirely different kinds
of supernatural themes, both of which he maneges very well. "The Lonescme Flece,"
incidentally, reads as if it were tcken from Unknowr Lorlds, and strikes meé <s
one of the cuthcr's very best contributions to the genre besides.

4 little below these twe in quelity ere John Beynon Herris' "Technicel
Slip," a nice life-lived=-over tale, and iichrel VWest's "Hector," where the read-
or has the tebles turned on him in the very last poregraph, Both are enjoyeble,

#ive femilicr wnomes round out the selections. They cre iticherd Curle
("The Suppressed Ldition"), tenly Wwade Wellmen ("Dhole"), Carl Jacobi ("The Le
Prello Paper"), Malcolm Ferzuson ("A Demsel with = Dulcimer") and icbert Bloch
("The Man Who Collected Poe"), None of these contributions is =t ~11 outstand-
ing, but 2ll are well-writtsn end eminently readable, Jeacobi's is the best,

Despite the fact thet MNight's Yawning Peal is not quite equil to Der-
leth's earlier compilations, there is muck to be eaid for it. Bringing "lhe Cass

¢f Charles Dexter Ward" back into print elone certoinly mekes it worth its price,

and avoiding duplicatiens found in meny collections (not a single story in tids
one has ever been enthologized before) merits high praise slsc. 3y lergely lim-
iting himself to recent pulp sources the editor has cssumed & self-imposed Leadi-
ceps since little worthwhile supernctural fiction appears there regulorly, bLut
grenting this, Derleth hus worke& his vein well, Ffrom zn wbsolute point of view
Night's Yawning Peal is semewhrt more than adequots; and compared to the sciencs
fiction trush now being printed it is @ classic, -~=h, Langley Oearles.

e Q@O e

THUMBING THE MUNSEY FILES

with Williem H. Lvons

(continuing the summaries of funtesy toles from Allstory-Cevalier weekly in 1915)

Dec, 11 ‘"onered" by J.U.CGiesy & J,B.Smith (2 parts: 22,19,24pp): Sewi-fantasy
novel sbout Semi Dusl, this time after white slcvers.
Dec., 18 "Poleris---cf the snows" by Cherles B, Stilscn (3 parts: 22, 22, 40pp)
domentic adventures among & lest Greek race ¢t the South Pole. Cood,
"The Tenth Question" by George Allan Znglend (lépp): A madwen kidnaps
¢ doctor end requires that he guess whot he~--the madmon---is thinking
of by asking ten questioms. Quite good, with = grezter depth of con-
cept thon 3tanley “.ecinbaum's "Brink of Infinity," that had the same iken,
13916
Jon, 1 "The Sea Demcons" by Victor Roussezu (4 pertss 20,22,24,19pp): Strange
creatures from benecoth the sec cttack humanity, guided by a tredition-
¢l med scientist, s British submarine finds the home of the "queen" of
the crectures---who cre, incidentolly, much like bees in their socizl
system=~-and by controlling her thwerts the invision. Although es ¢
whole this novel is good its scientific background is inadsguate,
"The Astrogen Weistcoct" by L. A. Morphy (9pp): The triel flight of ¢
"life preserver for use in planes which contsins the new, very buoyant
gcs 'wstrogen,'"
Jane 8 "To Be accounted for" by jichmed Abdullah (4 pp): 4 French ofricer, ex~

(continued on poge 166)
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THE IMMORTAL STORM

A HISTORY OF BCIENC.U-FICTION FaNDQOi!

by
Sam Moskowitz

(iditor's note: Apologies are again extended to the followers of this article
for omitting en installment from the last Commentator. We hope the cirtumstances
necessitating that omission will not recur, New subscribers to this magszine who
are interested in reading esrlier installments of "The Immortal Storm" will be
glad to hear that these have been published in a l64-puged mimeographed booklets
this can be ordered from Henry Purwell, 45% Sterliag St, Ni, Atlanta, Ceorgis for
the very modest price of %2 postpaid., Hesders will also be interested to learn
that Sam sdoskowitz's authority as an expert in the fentasy field is accorded of=-
ficial recognition in YWho Imous-~-and Lhat, a companion volume to “ho's ‘ho pub-
lished by the s, N, ilarquis Co., which lists authorities, experts and tho speci-
ally informed on 35,000 subjects. These compendia may be found oun the reference
shelves of most libraries.)

(part 18)

XLIT
Opinion Rallies

On July 4, 1939, thc dey thet the convention was winding up with e soft-
ball game at Flushing Flats, the Futurian Society held an cpen meeting attended
by some two dozen people, including lorojo and Ackerman of the California dele-
gation. an open forum on science-fiction and fandom was keld, such topics as Ii-
chelism, actions at the convention just concluded and the gite of the next con-
vention being discussed. It wes decided to back the bid of Chicago for the 1940
gathering, IMark Heinsberg, gpokesman for the Chicago delegation, had approached
vioskowitz repeetedly in an effort to gain New Fandom's support for this, men~
tioning seversl times in the course of the conversations that no oné should take
gseriously any derogatory reports ebout him coming from W, Lawrence Hamling, whom
he described as the leader of a Chicago faction copposing him. Not wishing to in=-
volve either himself or New Foendom in any developing fan feud, however, Moskowitz
cautiously had asked Reinsberg to wait until New Fandom leaders had nad an oppor-
tunity to discuss the question at greater length; and at the same time he had
ventured the personal opinion that holding major convertions only e year apart
might result in an annual farce where the time at sach convention would largely
be spent fighting over the site of the next, Rcinsberg was of course dissatis-
fied with this wait-and-see attitude. EHe needed something concrete, such as a
New Fendom or convention vote of wpproval, to take back to Chicago din order to
give his proposal officiality. He considered oskowitz's stand uncooperctive, end
felt embittered over it, ~Quite naturally, then, he was inclined to view the Fu-
turians in & good light when thev voiced early support of his plan.

A prompt indication thet fan strife would continue well after the con-
vention was & brief, hastily-mimeographed pamphlet In Ycur Teeth, "Gentlemen':
Convention Sketches, distribuled outside the dining room where otaondard sagazines

played host to the convention committee end far~-travelled fans on July 7, three
days later., This pamphlet consisted of two pages of derogatory text and fovr o

cartoons, the latter bearing such titles as "Tyramnous Unholy Trio" and "We &ire
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the Exiles." The text of the pemphlet read in part s follows:

Our objection {tc Taurasi, ioskowitz and bykora| is not dire-

ected by perscrnal motives but rather by a feeling of extremse

distaste for the stench of overpowering imbecility., We re-

gret the fact that the TRIC were either so senils or so ri-

diculously blind as to believe that we, frederick Pohl, John

B, Michel, Donald A. VWollheim, Rcbert W. Lowndes, Cyril Korn-

bluth, Jack Gillespie and the writer had no intentions other

than the feeling of complete friendship and thedesire to wel-

come all eut cf town convention-goers as warmly as was proven

by our activities in regard to meeting varicus members as

they arrived in New York and even in some cases, providing

rooms for them to stey. Ve have ocur own very gcocd reasons

for detesting the stupidity and crass unsportsmanshiplike st~

titude as was displayed by the by-now famcus "lxeclusion Act”

vesFor Mr. Tauresi, Mr. licekowitz and ir, Sykora,..WE MEAN TU

FINISH YOU IN THE INTZRLST (F JUSTICZ WHICE CANNOT IXIST UN-

TIL YOUR STRONG AR TACTICS ARE DISCLCSLD TO WORLD CCISNCa

FICTION,

The pamphlet went on to demand that every fan who thought the exclusion wrong say
so publicly. A page was also devoted tc an open letter to Sykora, candemning him
for his part in the affair, and branding him ss guiltiest of all.

sioskowitz read this pamphlet aloud in entirety tc & group which includ-
ed Ackerman, iorojo, Korshak, Taurasi, Racic and Sykora. Iveryons laughed about
it, and spoke with great conviviality on the street for some time, parting on
good terms and with expressions that cculd reascnably have been construed to mean
that the convention difficulty with the Futurians was unfortunate but past and
forgotten as far as 1hose immediately present were concerned,

The first major eccount of the convention, run serially in three issues
of Fantasy News, contained no mention of the difficulty with the Futurians., At-
tendses returning home presented their stories as they saw them. Futurian pub-
lications, like Science Fictkon Progress end the aforementioned In Your Teeth,
"Gentlemen" not only carried the expected heeted accounts of their versicn of the
incident, but were larded with bitter similes, insults and some outrightly inac=
curate statements like "New Fandom would not cotperate with their [Chicago} cone
vention unless they promised to bar the Futurians...." Included alsoc were scme
very pertinent cbservations by Donald Wollheim. From the Futurian standpoimt he
felt the results of the convention were particularly fortunate. The Philadslphis
fans were now largely neutral instead of antagonistic toward them, and the Los
Angeles delegation perhaps even favorably inclined., The affair, he said, was =
great moral vicicry for the Futurians, and their forward progress was inevitable.

The first mention of the Futurian incident in an accredited fen maga=
zine of general circulation published by an unimpliceted party appeared in Ted
Dikty's Fantasy Digegst for June-July, 1939, This consisted of a single sentence
in Korshak's: "Memoirs of a New York Trip"s "Some unpleasantness was caused when
Don Wollheim and his brother Futurians were not allowed in the Convention Hall,"
Bob Tucker, who had been involved in several brisk spats with Moskowitz, editore
inlized on this statement in the first subscription number (August 5, 1939 ) of his
Le Zombis. Under the heading "A Little Unpleasantness Dept." he said of it, "If
true (and all reports seem to indicate it is) makes us a little ashamed of being
a member of New Fandom which evidently is responsible for the happening., It scems
to us that Vollheim and Co,, regardless of political or personal differences,
should have been allowed into the convention hall.... Far cne group to bar ancther
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group's sntrance, because of political or perscral causes iS...well, unmaniy to¢
be mild., It's grossiy unfair.... I rather Lelieve that haprening will be a tiot
ugen an otherwise perfect affair, and considered s¢ not unly by the Wellheim fac-
icny, but by every fair mindei fan as welll New Fandom, we spank your hands.”

A blow te the New Fandcw group and & berst tc Futurian merale come waen
Philadelphians Baliadonis and Train, leng anti-futurian in convictions, stated in
their revived Scisnce Fictiem Collector that tney felt the excluded six should
nave beon permitted to enter, wven acknowledging their past actions.

In the absence ¢f & single word of rebuttel from the cenvention ¢ om-
mittec and in view of the amecuseticas Irom spparently neutral attendses, fans at
large had little altermative but to believe tihat New Fandcm had indeed been guli-
ty of spiteful action prempied merely Ly perscral animusity. Opinion began fo
hardsn against the committes axd all tuey stocd fcr es well--~New Fandom, Fantasy
News and the Qusens SFL chapter, lemterships tc New Feandem no lenger fiowed in
with previous speed and subseriptions t¢ Fantasv News werse not always reuewed,
Two of thne strongest yrops in ths New Fandom strounghcli were serigusly weskening.
This change of fan opinion came with lighining speed, and every positivs aspact
of conveution success was being overshadowed, In this histcry readcrs have the
advartage of knowing the inside story just as it transpired, but fans &round the
ceuntry when of course 4id rot.

As a resuli of thoese events, the "Retreat" tiellheim had gounded in the
December, 1938 Science Fiction Far came to an end, and the Futurians plannea t o
set up apertment headguarters in New York, replete with tliree mimecgraphs, ana re-
new in earnest the activities theyw kad in facl never coumpletely terminated. 3y
personal contact, tco, their side of the stury was spread far and wide. A Gues-
tioned Futurian would speak to an individual far at great length. IMoreover, Mi-
chel, Wollheim and Wilscn had toured the Northeast in May, 1939, just before the
conventions they ned made it a point to visit most leading fans ¢f the aréa, had
put their bsst foot forward to make new friends, had settled cld enmitiss, axd
had bocome human beings instead of merely names sn printed pages to many rromin-
ent fans in the field, The fact that the Futurians had been the only welcoming
party to out-of-towners, and the anly group tc pal about with during and after
the conventicn {Mcskowitz, Teurasi and Bykera rot being easily accessible even
when not up to the ears in convention preparaiicens) alse contributed heavily.

The first report in some fashion justifying New Fandom's actions ceme
in "Speer's Scribblings," a regular column deveted to commentary on fan pulitical
activity that appeared in Louis Kuslan's Cosmic Tales, The Summer, 1339 number,
which appeared in August, 193%, contained his observatien that there nad been nc
suppression of socislogical matter at the conventien, Hodgkins' technocrat publi-
cation We Have a Rendszvous having been given the same distributicon advantages as
the cther journaels tnere, Of the "Warning" peamphlet distributed by Futurians he
said: "It is filled to the emrs with half truths, cne-sided stetements, and bald
inaccuracies. If the disseniers had ammunitiorn like that ready, what might they
have planned to do if they were admitted tc the hall?" He cencluded: "More ana
pore it came to me, as matters progressad, that this, ccunting cut the under-
cover dissension, was in general the way a convention shculd be run. such an
ovent shouldn't be, isn't, in the case of cther organizaticns, e deliberate as-
sembly; there are meny present not interested, or ill-inforwed, and people can
usually think better from behind typewriters, anyway."

Despite everything, ineiuding systematie Futurian propageanda and gus-
picious silence by the ccnvention commitiece, the entire matter might have quick-
ly blown over, if only for lack of leadership in ocutlining a plan of acticn to be
taken~-~but then leadsrship dramatically resolved iteelf. Thisg leadership came
from the Los Angeles SFL chapter, which wielded the most fanwide influence of any
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in the country. It had held over a hundred meetings, published & number of fan
megazines, and had sent three delegates across the country to the convention and
back., The Voice of the Imagi-Nation, a letter 'zine published by .forojo and Adk-
erman, usually carried chapter news and anncuncements, and enjoyed a wide circu-
lation: the first page of its September, 1939 issue was emblazoned with the fol-
lowings

CUR REBACTION TO THE "EXCLUSION ACT"

From the full and adjured-unprojudiced report of
three delegates to the convention~--roports crally discussed
during five consecutive meetings of the LASFLe--and from pub-
lished accounts and correspondence with concerned parties, it
is the considered opinion of the Los Angsles Chapter of the
seiwnce Fiction Lwague, as of September 7, 1939 that the ac-
tion on the part of William 5. Sykora, Sam Moskowitz a n d
Joames V. Taurasi, sponsors of the "First World Science Fic-
tion Convention,” in arbitrarily berring from the procesdings
advertised as "open to the public" six persons---known to all
fandom as science fiction fans---was discriminstory and dic=
tatorial, premediteted and openly contrary to the mass-will
of the conventioneers, in irreconcilable conflict with ths
dietinctly demccratic ideals of sincere science fiction, 1In
brief, it is belisved tieat 2z matter of personcl animogitye--
o. local feud---was ellowed to run away with reason onthe part
of the promulgators of the convention, Our attitude is onc
of suvure censure of = shameful occurrence, & reprehensible
happening which we feel we reflect all fair-minded fans in
stating: llust never be repeated: Our sentiments scarcely can
be toc strong in plainly criticizing this egregious error, in
in outrightly condeuning this---outrage.

As the oldest and leading chapter of the lsague the
LASFL hag felt it its responsibility to make public this, the
decision of its majority of members, as arrived at as des-
cribed foregoing, and as of the date recorded, DSigned, Rus-
sell J. Hodgkins, Director; T. Bruce Yerke, Secretary.,

This statement could not be ignored. It was a clarion call for fans to
rally against an alleged outrage. It meant that the New Fandom conventicn com~
mittee had either to fight the comhined ranks of the LASFL, the Futurisns and in
a sense the Midwest group which was shortly to fall under the leadership of Tuck=-
er, also outspokenly against it, or igncminiouegly be forced out of active fandom
by the strength of its opposition., If it elected to fight, it not only would be
forced to discard its theretcfore successful "no~-feuding" policy, but would enter
the conflict with its former ally, the Philadelphias SFS, ncw a neutral observer.
The committee could count on little help from New Fandom members at large, and
would have to seek fan magazines to publish their arguments intact or else print
them itself alone. For three months no word was forthcoming from the trio, If
they did not speak out soon the entire edifice of New Fandom must inevitably col-
lapse. Those "in the know" felt it already too late, that the committee had in-
deed marked time too long, Its fate seemed inexorably sealed,

XLIIT
Breasting the Undertow

The question is certainly apropos---why had the committee made no re-
ply to the charges brought publicly against them for three months after the con-
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vention? 4nd what were its thoughts and impressions-of the gathering storm? The
answers are &s human as they are valid.

First of all, the ccmmitiee memwbers anticipated no reaction approach-
ing in vigoer that which actuslly transpired. They were of course preparsd for
all manner of indignant ravings Irom the Futuriarns, but expected these to be for
the most part ignored on the bhasis of the Futurians' past record. Wollheim, lead-
er of the group, had been perpetually invcived in fan disagreements for several
years prior to the convention, He was more = notorious than a popular figure at
the time, and his exclusion from ithe New Yerk gathering was not expected o arcuse
any widespread sympathy. Futurlan teciics a® the 1938 Newark convention (as de-
tailed in chapter XXVIIIL of this history) varied from acts ¢f bad taste to soms
of outright dishonesty, and taken in conceri were a deliberate attempt to inter-
fere with its funetioring tec a point where it might actually be disrupted. IaE
was not unreascnable to expect fandom tc¢ remember thess actiens.

It was expected that fandom would also remember the Futurian blackball
votes that barred loskowitz anc¢ Osheroff fro . wmembership in the CGreater New York
SFL chapter for no reason that could sufficiently be considered honest and im-
partial, There was also the Futurian-spcnsored impeechment of director Taurasi
of that organizaticn because of his refusal to recognize a mctivz to contribute
to & Communist-front organization from the group's tressury. Cculd the Futurian
attempt to wreck the 1238 Philadelphia Confsrence by scheduling anctiher meseting
at the identical time have passed this socr from fan memcries? Had feng also
forgotten the political maneuvering that transparently catapulted Clon ¥. Wiggins
into the FAPA directorship after Viggins had closed his Science Fiction Fan to
all but pro-Futurian material and written letters to professional editors asking
them to withdraw supprcrt from the New York Conventicn?

aAll available evidence showed that the Futuriens were unfavorably dis-
posed toward the affair. The Science Ficticn Fen carried anti-convention mater-
ial up to the very dete of the gatnering; the Futurians attempted to prove that
the film to be shown, "letropolisy" was cbtained from Nazi sources; they distri-
buted anti-convention material to attendees at the very doors of the hall; and
with them they had for later distributicn a set of inflammatory and pro-Communist

booklets,. il N y .
cioreover, this list of inimical actions, long as it may mppear, repre-

sents {as recaders of this history know) but a fraction of those that might be
cited in documentaried detail to¢ convince any unbiased individual that there was
more than sufficient reason to bar from the convention a group that refused even
a promise not to cause trouble there,

Secondly, the convention committee anticipated no later cpposition from
Los Angeles and Chicago, for their representatives had departed from the city with
& manner that plainly indicated a belief that excluding the Futurians was & re-
grettable small blemish on the affeir's success not to be pressed further. The
strong action from these sectors was shocking because it was so completely unex-
pected-~-and, in the minds of the committee, hypccritical as well,

Thirdly, preperations for a gathering on the scale of the "Nycon" (as
it has come to be callsd) necessitated so much labor that it left the chief worke-
ers in a state of mental and physical exhaustion for a considerable time, Other
fans who have put on major conventiens will attest to the fact that en their cone
clugion they felt not the slightest inclination to tackle = major fannish 1t ask
again., It will be remembered, toc, that the heat of the 1939 summer wes enough
to accentuate this feeling considerably,

“inally, three of the major workers for New Fandom---Taurasi, Sykora and
Racic--~had zluost simultaneously at this time begun serious courtships of fair
young maidens, and were more in a moocd for butterflies and roses than for waging
e sordid fan feud.
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doskowitz, who was fully aware of the situation, weas unemployed, and
found it no meen matter to raise even & few cents for pestege stamps. de dia,
however, frantically attempt to arvuse his co-workers to some activity, arrang-
ing for them zsll to meet at his Newark home to frame @ plan fcr action. Sykora's
view that it was advisable to ccutinue the "no feue" policy by not rebutting any
of the accusations and slenders prevailed. A second meeting, a short time later,
found Sykore more alarmed at the intensity of the opposition rellying against New
Fandom, but now convinced that the situation had boen permitted to progress too
far, and in favor of slipping out of the diffjiculty by whatever means scemed ex~
pedient---oven to the point »f admitting ithet his own judgement at the convention
had been at fault. But ileskowitz, whese every fan action had been tinged with a
sort of fantalical sincerity, was deeply hurt by the unjust attitude meny had
taken toward them, and angrily determined 1o force all ill-considered esccusaticns
down the throats of their makers., He persuaded Sykora and Taurasi thel the situ=-
ation was uot impossible, and voiced a plan which ne hoped would turn the tide.
New Fandom had reen run openly and honestly in the menner c¢f a benevclent dictue
torship. The most damaging charge brought against it, contended Joskowitz, was
that it could not truly represent fandum since members could not vote demeocrati-
cally on its policies or for its officers. Therefore he prcposed that a liberal
democratic constitution be prepared for ratificatiocn by the membership., In view
of past achievements~~-and despite recent developments---mcst of the present lvad-
ers would probably be retnined in any general election, It was then agreed that
Sykora, who had had congidsreble experience in such matters, was the one best
suited to ecumpose such a document,

moskowitz viaualized the framing cf a constitution as but one phasein
an overall strategy calculated to restore New Fandom and its leaders to a place
of respect. The special convention issue of New Fandom, now long delayed, was tc
be issued as soon as possible so that members at large could read details of the
convention's success and its implicetions. Raymond Van Houten worked in a print-
ing shop, and claimed that he could get the magazine professionally printed at a
price within reach of the New Fandcm treasury, and on the strength of this an im-
posing line-up for the issue was prepared. (In 1939, appearance of a printed fan
magazine was news of first importence, and anncuncements of it amounted in them-
selves to worthwhile progress.) Finally, the "nc feuding" policy was to be dis-
carded as harmful, and Moskowitz was given a free hand to stem and counteract wne
favorable publicity wherever and whenever he could.

The facts of the matter were that there was still = great deal of ma-
terial to work with, if the cards were played properly. Though weakened by the
aftermath of the Nycon, New Fandom end its allied Fantagy News and GQueens SFL
chapter still formed formideble bases of power, These remaining assets must now
be manipulated not only defensively to restore prestige and influence, but offens-
ively to strike the opposition a crippling blow at the same time.

The Queens SFL had been affected least of alle--in fact it was prosper-
ing better in late 1939 than it ever had before, The September meeting broke all
chapter attendance records, and boasted such visiting celebrities as Charles Hor-
nig, Malcolm Jameson, John D, Clark and Willy Ley. The Octcber meeting enrolled
artist Frank R. Paul and author lando Binder as members, At this time, tcoy a
show of hands revealed that nineteen Queens SFL members planned to travel tc the
FPhiladelphia Conference of sciemce-fiction fans scheduled for October 29th, at
which the newly-written New Fandom constitution was to be read publicly.

:leanwhile attempts were being made to inject new viger intoc Fantasy
News, which had been steadily sinking in quelity and influence. ¥Vith its August
5 issue Le Zombie had become a biweekly subscription news-sheet, and was not only
of fering new, direct competition, but champicning New Fandom opposition as well.
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After volcing its protests, support in the form of news subtmiseions and subsefip-
tions came immedietely from the Futuriens and (at the direct expense of fantney
News) frcin the Loe Argeles and Chicage groups, 48 Zombie presented newe infcrm-

ally, with congideratls editorial slaniing aleng tue ;inas cf Tucker's perscual
prejudices.,  3ince Tucker had o merked renhhunu Tor s&rcestic wit, his uewscast-

£
ing wes nighly amusing and found comsiuerable faur fevor, A prefsrroea target for
meny of these barbed rejoindsers wes Jarlassy | ts:lf, and Taurasi vwae badly
cutclessed when in ceme to a claver reply. The competition was sasily the most
demaging Fantesy News Ned ever received, ths ircnle parg hevng that Le Jombigvas
guilty of every feult (discouniing grammer) it found in Fantasgy ilews. .hus cun-
stantly harrassed, with some ¢f Lis best rsws sources gerue, Taurasi nesded yeo-
man werk inueed frem kis reweining repurters if ks hoped to stay in tue rwnnlnég
Frem September onwards he 4iil rsceive this, but thcufn gccops came in thick ‘and
fast his paper no longar preserted as comprshensive & coverage of the fan world
as 1t hed previously
As nearly all outside jcurnals were eitaer avowedly ¢f the uppositicn
r follewing the disastrous "no feuding" pelicy, sclid, detailed rebuttels to st~
tacks cn New I'andem simply could not be placed in them. If such replics were al-
tered 1¢ become "non-controversisl," they were of ccurse gleefully pounced upcn
and ripped 1o shreds. In addition, the oppositicn hed many mimeographs and many
nands to turn the cranks, making possible the puklicetiorn of a2ll wanner of small
leaflets: New Fandom haa small facilitiesd enu +tcc fev workers to produce any ¢com-
parable uarrage.
In an sifort to
witz turned ta The Scienc

O

vy

Tind a general cutlet for his counter-attack, Mosvsc-
ficticn Collsctor., John Baltadonis had kept the Co-

dector appuering monthly since its revivel in larch, 1939, and had received con-
51aerdb;e aid from ..oskowitz for his third anniv.orsary anumber. Surely Saltadon-
is would not exclude controversial metverisl from an old friend! So loskowitz

c cversi
threw himself intc preperation of an article which he hoped would be strong enough
to reverse the trend of ailing opinicu. Reelizing that many new fans did not
ngly dispaicued a letter to Le Zombie aunouncing

in fandom, and revesling that his sideof the sto-
ry would soon appear in the Collecter, Apolegies would be forthcoming «fter it
wes read, he intimated. loskewitz hoped also that his vague phraging would draw
fire from his opponents, misdirect their atteniion, and meke his ferthcoming re-
marks all the more effective,

Both hopes were rsalized, Tucker printed the letter in Le Zombie, and
Paltadonis received over two dczen new subscripticns for the leiggﬁp;j £S5 & Ie=-
sult., =&t the same time lwssell Medgkirs, diractor of the Los Angeles OFL, rose
teo the bait, and in a letier which apyeared in the next Le ZJomtie tore into Wcse
kowitz's stetements., Ivervthing was progressing according tc plan, snd the plan

named the Philedelphia Conference as the climactic site. Here the cpposi ing forces
would group for the showdown. The Fubturisns had announced that the ey would be on
nanc---en messe. A Chicago de’egetion was t¢ include Tucker and Welter Iarcon-
ottes Jack Speer was driving in frum Veshington, D.G., The Queens 3rL was to be
well represented. Baliadonis promised :loskowitz that the issue of the Lollector
containing his article would be readv for distribution Dy that time. And behind
the scenes; at the same time that llew Fandom weas whipping 1ts proposed constitu-
tion into final shape, Milton Rothwen and David kvle were readying propesals for
& new natlonal fan organizaticn to replace it. Tne fuse steadily burned its way
towards the powder kegz.

ALIV
The second rhiledelphia Conference

The conference wes to have been held in the large back room of the tev-
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ern owned by Beltadonis' father, where the first such conference had Teen ss suc~
cesgfully and conviviaily held the previous (ctcber. However, it had since beon
learned tnat & local ordinance forbade holdirg a public meeting in the premises
on Sundays. Baltadonis, .fadle and Agnew hed reveriheless managed to secure a
hall in down-~tovm Philadelphia by aint of nasty footwirk st the last minute, To
help pey for the unexpected added cost a donatior of ten cents was accepted from
guch attendee, and to aid the causs ¢f refrsshmewts 1he wueens 3FL gave ten dol-
lers from its treasury. Despite tihe last-minuve site-change tihe conference was
called to order by chairmsn Bezlitadenis preciselv at 2:00 F.:°v as scheduled,
First on the agerds was a discussion and voie as 1o whether the Fantasy
Amateur Press Asscciation clectien just rast should be repudiated or permitied to
stand, ‘what had happened was as follows, Rothman, who nad been vlectea gditur
and mailing menager, had asppointed Hebert liaals to atsume his duties for the aur-
ation of Lis term bocause of the pressure of personal affairs. It developed that

L))

v

Rothman had constitutional right to 40 me mere than resign, ani that it was the
duty of the FAFA president tc appoint e successor, This the president had nct
done, The secretary~treasurer, Taurasi, was suppoeed to obtain an offisial lisi

of active menmbers from the editor before electicns, and send ballots to them wnl,
Taurasi wrote to iadle for this 1list, but received no reply; whersupcen he mailed
ballots to all members he knew of---which of course included some who previocusly
ha@ been drorped from the orgenization rolls, and who were therefore not aligible
to votes. Should this election, which was technically i1llsgal, be accepted? As
nearly two dozen attendees at the conference were £»FA members, a discussion of
the situation was held and a vote taken. The majority favored letting the elec~
tion resulte stend as the simplest scluticn,

(Bubsequent events rendered this vote uscless, however, wollheim in
the meantime had submitted tue entire maetter to %walter .arconette, who as FAPA
vice-president was empowered to rule or all such questions. llarconette ruled that
Rothman's appointment of 'adle was invalid, =nd that since Rothman had not sub-
mitted any resignation he was officially edifor up to electicn time., Jiarccuette
also ruled the election illsgel, and ordered another, As a result of the sezond
election .lothman succeeded Wigrins as president, Speer became vice-~president, .o~
dle the secretary-treasurer, and _arconette official editcr. But this did not
end FAPA's troubles, Immedictely thereafter .arconeite resigned, claiming that
his name had been placed on the bellot without his knowledge, and president Roth-
men appointed Jack Agnew to fill his place. Taurasi, meanwhile, doubting the le-
gitimecy of the second election, balked at turning over FAPA records end monies:
and it became necessary for sothmen o travel from Philadelrhia to New York cnd
personally persuade Tourasi to do so., Thus passed into history the FAPA's grav-
est crisis, which for a time actually threatened tc destroy the organidction. )

The Fhiladelphia conference new turned to the questionof a national Bn
organization, The first speaker on the subject was FRothman. He felt that New
Fandom was dictatoriel in mansgement, and thet 2 brand new orgenization with 2
democratic framework should be contemplated, "It's tco much work to build up an
entirely new organization, so we'll simply take over the New Fandom membarship,
treasury and other resources and mold it to suit the fans,” he said, adding has-
tily, "Uith the consent of New Fandom's dictators, of course."  Jpeer, the sec-
ond speaker, felt like Rothman that New Fandom with & chenge of name and a new
constitution would make an excellent fan orgenizaticn, He had come prepsred with
a suggested sample, and passed cround copies of his constitution for considers-
tion, David Kyle then spoke, suggesting a sort of federation or congress of locsl
groups, each of which would have = single vote in the federation. Speer tock im-
mediate exception to this plan; pointing out that it was unfair for clubs having
unequal memberships to have the szme vote, that nothing had been said shout over-

¥
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lapping memberships, which would mean that nothing could stop & given clique from
forming numberless "fromt" groups, each of which would be able to vote.

lioskowitz was the next speaker. Tenge silence prevaliled as he stepped
forward, for everyone realized he probably had strong views on the statements of
hie predecessors. His speech was comparatively brief, and began by outlining the
history of New Fandom in the past year, He defended its semi-dictatorial set-up
on the grounds that circumstances freely and publicly discussed nad mude a bene-
volent dictatorship initially necessary, and that the First Philadelphia Confer-
ence had voted unanimous support of the organization after hearing this. Iosko-
witz reminded the assembly that at the Nycon banquet he had announced +that New
Fendom was planning a constitution based on demccratic principles for epproval of
its membership, and that in the ensuing three months such a document had actually
been prepared. It embodied the ideas several, including Van Houten, Speer wnd
Sykors, and had been cast into its final form by the latter., A copy, together with
a large diagram that outlined its major tenets simplv, had been brought clong to
the conference, and New Fandom officials were ready to present and explain it to
the assemblags.,

This move apparently took the opposition---as represented by Rothmen
and the Futurians---complstely by surprise. And in what appeared to be a time-
consuming delaying action they began a marathon debate over taking Neéw Fandow's
assets as the groundwork for esngther major fan organization, This was well cn
the way to becoming & filibuster when Lloyd ashbach, exasperated by the procsed-
ings, made a strong ples for sanity and a sensible settlement of problems. MNus=
kowitz took advantege of the lull following this ples to ask the chair that Sy-
kore be permitted to read New Fandom's constitution sloud. Baltadonis granted
permisgsion, but it was eomo time before this could be done for Futurians Kyls,
Wollheim, Kornbluth and Pohl alternately challenged and debated with the chair
on points of procedure for half an hour.

Finally Sykora was permitted to erect a large chart diagramming the
document, to which he referred constantly. A copy of the constitution is unfom
tunately no longer available to this historian, so the details which follow are
necessarily drawn frow memory. Rriefly, membership in New Fandom was divided in-
to an outer circle and an inner circle of fansy only thosc in the outer circle
could join the inner, and only those in the inner circle could vote or hold of-
fice., Admission to both divisions was to be directed by ¢ committee crested for
that specific purpose. The reason for the two groups was to zllow the more ac~
tive fans, the publishers of megazines and sponscrs of public events, to do the
work of the organization and guide its policies, while providing a definite place
azlso for the newcomers and the genersl recders whose interest did not go beyond
jeining the organizetion for milder participation in its activities. ~ wembers of
course could gravitate from one circle to another as time strengthensd or weuk-
sned their interest in fandom.

With prize-fighters there are nighte when they reach their peak, when
they will never reasch greater heightsy with artists there comes the day when they
have completed their finest painting: with authors, the completion of their mas-
terpiece, October 29, 1939 was Villiam Sykora's day. Rarely has a man donesuch
justice to a document, Despite the unceasing chatter of heckling Futurians he
sold his product to the audience. On completion of the reading majority accept-
ance seemed almost & forgone conclusion. Now there were guestions and discussion
with Sykora replying in careful detail to all guestions asked.

Futurian Leelie Perri called the document "magnificent," but queried as
to whether there might be present some concealed legal device for barring her
group., The Futurians themselves were impressed by the constitution, but appear-
ed suspicious of its length and what they construed as evasiveness in some of Sy~
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kora's remarks., Thelr heckling had by this time grown to extreme intensity, and
Sykora had borne all of it witih incredible patience, wisely realizing his doing
so would strengthen New Fandom's cause and render ruturlian conduct the more un-
spcrismanlike., Probably this forbearance alone prevented an explosion in the
charged atmosphere pervading the conference,

But fate was not to be denieds, During the ccurse of one of Sykora's
explanaticns “ollheim shouted, "That's & lie!" Had this exclamation been made by
any other Futurian it might not have touched off the explosion---but coming from
Wollheim, who had inflicted many a fannish hurt upon Sykera in the past, 1t was
the straw that breke the cemel's back, OSykora's face reddened, his fists clench-
ed, "Nobody can call me a liar and gei away with it," he said audibly, and de-
terminedly advanced te the front row where his upponent sat & scant ten fecetl away,
As VWollheim pressed against the vack of nis chair tiny Jack Gillespie, who weigh-
ed scarcely a hundred pounds, sprang in frosnt of him to intervene., Sykora brush-
ed him aside with one hand and coxnfronted his oppcnent, As the whole Futurian
contingent were sitting together, there were eleven men for Sykora to deal with,
not merely Vollheim alone, Shocked into realizetion of Sykora's danger by Gil-
lespie's amction, .loskowitz headed down cne aisle towerd the group’ and Taurasi
hastened down the other. Speeking for most of the Philadelphians, .ladle shouted
to Moskowitz, "We're here if you need any help!"

{to be continued)
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DREAM CITY

Thomas He. Carter

I saw it first within a dream

and even then it did not seem

to merge into our space, our time:

like some unremembered rhyns

it lurked beyond the rim cf thought,

that fragile ancient city in the sea,

but each night brought

the whisper of its shadowed streets to me.

For my magic city was lonely,
having no song and no laughter:

it needed someone---if only

to mourn no one coming after

those gone in unforgotten past,
Forever waiting my city stood fast,

No: This city was never young

save in its bravest dreams.

It was a sad aad ancient chorus sung
to solace unaccomplished schemes,

ST Yol 0fe LT

Back numbers: The following back issues are available in small supply: #12, 20,
23 and 25. Price: 30¢ cach, four for $1.
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by
John C. Nitks

Zrle Cox's Missing Angel (1947): Not since reading Turnabout and Topper have I
come across anything like this novel. Its central character is ons Tydvil Jones,
Puriton bred and considered @ paragon, whose mother has mancged to marry him teo
a girl of similar outlook., Upon the death of both parents he becomes head of his
father's vast mercantile establishment. He is domineered by a constantly nagging
spouses, &£ series of incidents precipitate his calling on "Old Nick," whereupon
the devil himself---henceforth known as Nicholas senior---appears in person, In
exchenge for his soul the devil sgrees to grant Tydvil's every wish for a period
of three months. Tydvil decides to catch up on his wild ocats, and to do so ¢ s-
sumes human forms that are the exact duplicates of verious other pesople's, The
first guise is that of & rakehelly salesman known as the firm Lothario. He ends
the adventure in the home of a married woman with private detectives breaking in
the door, at which point Lucifer magically whisks hir back into his office out of
herm's way. As another character he rcises merry Cein with the local police; and
as a third makes love to his own wife, thus setisfying himself of her infidelity.
Svents run boisterously elong in this fashion until one deay near the end of his
three months' pact his wife and secretary, who have no love for one another, be-
gin a noisy argument in his hearing. This prompts his final request of Nicholas
Senior--~to limit his wife's vocal output for the rest of her life. But it turns
out thet this 1s one of the very few wishes the devil hes no power to grant: and
being thus uncbhble to keep his end of the bargain, he has to relinquish his claim
on Tydvil's soul. All finally ends heppily. This is & heartily recomzended no-
vel although, it having been published only in Australia, it isn't easy to get.

Cromwell -ibbons' Bat Woman (1°93€): A certain misshepen scientist from Cermany
falls in love with an American girl, She spurns him and merries somebody else,
His craving for her becomes a mania, however, and at a time when she is seriously
i1l and can offer no resistance, he abducts her, She dies in the process, but
the scientist succeeds in restoring & sort of life Dy converting her into a vam-
pire. He then sets about to find ways of bringing ner back to true existence.
In this he is foiled at the last moment when searching police break into his lab-
oratory., The balance of the tale deals more sophisticatedly with tracking him
down and capturing him, The novel is better than its resumé would indicate, and
was once made into a more or less successful movie.

iary W, Shelley's Last i'an (1€33): This famous account of the future does not
stand up well to reading nowadays. The authoress disciplined her imagination too
much, and made no provision for readers to use theirs, Her Ingland of 2090 was
still using stage coaches, and the men riding in them wore hose and short trou~
sers; sailing vessels were still popular, and bustles and corsets the rage. Her
only concession to progress in transportetion is the occasional use of balloons, ,
The story that has been superimposed on this distinctly unfuturistic background
is just as old-fashioned., It is mainly concerned with British political machin-
etions; the tradional monarchy heing overthrown and e republic headed by a presi-
dent set up in its place, The conversation and action are stilted, having of
course been written at a time when artificiality and long wordr descriptions were
popular, The best part of the book is about a pestilence that gradually wipes
out all of the human race but the chief character, & la Shiel's Purple Cloud; who
then sets out to see if any other human survives., The Last ilan is a very rare
book, and is better left that way.
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{Thig~'n'-Thet---ccntinued from page 160)

Conklin, Groffj .ds: Pcssible Worlds of
Science fiction)(Vanguard, $2,95). 22
shorts, nat ¢ single one outstanding.
Why cecllect junk? Cenklin is out of gas.

Connolly, :yless The Bump oh Brannigen's
Head (lacmillan, $2). Mildly enter-
taining bvorderline fantaoy,

Crossen, Kondmll Foster: Adventures in
Tomorrow (Greenberg, $21). With very
few exgceptions the 15 entriesare cem-
mounplace, The introducticn shows how
little of the field the editer knows.

Cummings, Rayt Princess of the Atom (Av-
on, 25¢). Typical Cummings s~-f.

Davenpcrt, Basil, ed.: Ghostly Tales to
be Told (Dodd-Meamd, $3). Acceptable.

de Born, wdiths Gagtan, or, the Stock-
taking (Chapman & Hall, 8/6), Dull ac-
count of talking with the dead,

de Cemp, L. Spraguet The Castle of Iron
(Gnome, $2%). 4An unconvincing, over-
ly slick extravaganza,.

-—-% Rogue Gueen {Dcubleday, $23). Re=
freshingly different s-f, Try it.

~—-t The Undesired Princess (FPCI, $3)
mekes an undesired book, even if two
extra shorts are included, Avoid it,

==~ & WMiller, P. Schuylers Genus Homo

-—-% Sciution T-25 (Doubleday, 42%). U.b.

is conguered by Russia. A bleak, not
too well written s-f novel, '
Dumas, Alexenders The Wolf Lesder ($3,
Prime). Ld. by L.5.de Camp after the
translation of Alfred Allinson, Lxcel=
lent iahlon Blaine illustrations., For
the collsctor, not the reader,
Dunsany, Lord: The Last devolution (Jar~
rolds, 9/6). The revelt of intelligent
mechines against man. A few touches of
humor relieve the scmber atmosphere.

--=t The Strange Journeys of Colonel Pol-

derg (Jarrolds, 9/6). Therianthropic
adventuring. These shorts are verrs
good, but not up to Dunsany's standuri.
Dutourd, Jeen: A Dog's Head  (Lehmanu,
8/6). Trans, by Robin Chancellor. Sa-
tirical fantasy about a man born with «
spaniel's head, It is superbly done in
the best classicel manner. Hecommended.

Farley, Ralph M., pseud, (Roger 5. Hoar):

The Hidden Universe (FPCI, $2). Dull,
uninteresting juvenilia. Thumbs down.
-~=t Tho Omnibus of Time (FPCI, $31). A
collection of interesting paradoxes.
Fenring, Kenneth: Th¢ Loneliest Girl in
the VWorld (Harcourt, $3). Borderline

(Fentasy Press, $3). A satirical and
humerous (if slight) novel of a group
of people transported to the future.
Dee, Sylvie, pseud., (Josephine M, Pro-
fitt)s Deer Guest and Ghost (Macmillen,
$22). Fairly good modern ghost tale,
Deharme, Lises La Porte & G&té (Galli-
mard, 330 fr,), Transmigration of
souls: a ghost in an old chateau.
Derleth, August W., ed.3 Beymnd Time &nd
Space (Pellegrini & Cudahy, $ak). 34
entries; a fairly good anthology.
~--: Far Boundaries (Pellegrini & Cud-
ahy, $2.95)., Iminently readable, but
rather casually assembled anthology.
---3 The Outer Reaches (Pellegrini and
Cudahy, $5,95). 17 authors have cho-
sen their best uncollected tsles; the
result 1s an uneven, under-par selection.
Drake, Leah B,1 A Hornbook for Witches
(Arkham, $2,10)., Fantasy poetry.
DuBois, Theodoras: Sareh Hall's See God
(Doubleday, $25). Borderline picar-
gsque novel whose effect never quite
comes off,

g-f, mostly dealing with cybernetics,
Feiner, Rutht A Mjracle for Cezroline

(Coward-icCann, $3%)(England: Are You
Reedy, Caroline?; Hale, 10/6)., Might-
have-beens in a weman's life. Good,

Fessier, Michzel: Clovis (Diel, $25 Win-
gete, 7/6). Amusing tale of en intel-
ligent parrct, approaspriately illustrat-
ed by Carlotte Petrina.

Fils, Crébillon: The Sofa (Falios 17/~) A
reprint of an 18th century novel about
the spirit of a man enclosed in a sofa,
whence he witnesses various types of love
moking, Yzwn-provoking. Tronslaetedly
Bonamy Dobrée; illus. by M, Bonafils.

Fischer, Leonards: Let Out the Beast (@,
Newstend Library)(paper). The world ‘is
destroyed egain by atom bombs, Ho-hum

Fleming, Peter: The Sixth Column (Hart-
Devis, 9/63 Scribner, $2%). Attempted
Soviet onslaught on Britain.

Flint, Homer Lon & Hall, Austins
Blind Spct (Prime, $31).
the facts: this novel contains very lit
tle fantasy and is badly written, too.

The
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Frankau, Pamela: The Offshore Light
(Heinemann, 12/6)., Borderline novel
about a man's dream of a perfect island
displacing his belief in reality,

Frenklin, Jay, pseud., (John F, Carter)s
Chempagne Charlie (Duell, Sloan, and
Pierce, $21), Pleasant, urbanely amus-
ing fantasy about a man endowed with
a miraculous power,

-~-3 The Rat Race (FPCI, $3), Satire of
Weshington in a future atomic war,

French, Paul: David Starr: Spece Rang-
er (Doubleday, $2}), Fast-moving, en-
tertaining juvenile novel of future,

Gallico, Faul: The Abandoned  (Knopf,
$2%; Joseph, 9/6, as Jennie)s Charm-

ing tale of a boy who was turned magi-
cally into a cat., Highly recommended,

Gazdanov, Guito: The Spectre of Alexan-
der Wolf (Cape, 8/6). This horror novel
starts off well, then promptly flops.

Gernsback, Hugos Ralph 124C4l+ (Fell,
$25 ). Forewsrds by Lee de Forest end
Fletcher Prett do little to improve &
novel as bad now as in 1911, when it
was originelly written,

Gerstle, uuras: Four Ghost Stories (Wile
son, $3), Nice format, but the tales
seem more tamely factual than usual,

Gheorghiu, C. Virgil: The Twenty-Fifth
Hour (Knopf, $3%; Heinemann, 10/6). A
passionate, pessimistic forecast of a
third world war and the collapse  of
Western man, Unusually excellent s-f,

Gibbs, Lewis, pseud. (Joseph W. Cove):
Late Final (Dent, 9/6), 1960's few
survivors of the next atomic war,

Gold, H.L., ed,: The Galaxy Reader of
Science Fiction (Crown, $3}3). 24 en-
tries, nearly 600 pp., would make this
a bargain if the stories---which are
less than 2 yrs. old---weren®™ so new.

Goyen, um.:'Chost and Flesh (Random,
$2%), Acceptable horror tales,

Graves, Rbt,.: Occupation: Writer (Far-
rar, Straus, $4; Cassel, 12/6), 6 s=f
and fantasy shorts plus mundane stuff,
Greeny, F.L.: The ifagician (Coward-ilc-
Cann, $223; Joseph, 9/6)., Borderline
account of & conjurer who performed a
kind of real masgic., Well written,
Green, Henry, pseud., (Henry V. Yorke):
Concluding (Viking, $3; Hogarth, 8/6).
A confusing picture of a surprisingly
peaceful future epoch.,

Greenberg, Martin, ed,: Journey to Iu-
finity (Gnome, $3%)., An anthology giv-
ing an s-f history of manfrom the pre-
historic past to the near future,

---1 Men Againgt the Stars (Gnaue, $2,95;
Grayson, 8/6), A well~chosen collection
chronicling man's conquest of spuce.

--=-3 Travellers of Space (Gnome, $3.95)
Introduction by Willy Ley and Cartier
illustrations=-~-but it's still so~s0.

Greener, Leslies: Mogn ahead (Viking, $23).
Plausible juvenile s-f adventures,

Griffith, Merys Three Hundred Years Hence
(Prime, $2%). Rpt. of an 1835 novel.

Groussard, Serget Talye (Gellimard, 350in),
VWandering Jew theme; laid in 1951 Isruel,

Guerard, Albert Joseph:  Night Journey
(XKnopf, $33; Longmans, 10/6). The future
-~-after both sides huve lost World War
III, A chronicle of terror, hetrayal,
end confusion; often very effective,

Hamilton, Edmond:  City gt the World's
End (Fell, $2%), Despite the poorer
concluding chapters, this is a surpris-
ingly good story of an entire city be-
ing throwvm into the future,

Harvey, William Fryer: [The Arm of lirs,
Bgan and Other Stories (Dent, 10/6), A
new collection by a modern master.

Hazlitt, Henry: The Great Idea (Apple-
tomecentury-Crofts, $3%), 4An often dull
novel of the year 2100, Skip it,

Healy, Raymond J.3 editor: New Tales of
Spece and Time (Holt, $3})., Reviewed
in this issue,

Heard, Gerald: The Black Fox (Harper,
$3; Cassel, 9/6), A distinctly above-
average novel of the supernatural.

Heinlein, Rbt, A.: Between Planets ($2,
Scribner), Interplanetary s-f, illus,

---% Farmer in the Sky (Scribner, $2i).
Same, Up to Heinlein's standard,

--=t The Green Hills of Sarth (Shasta,
$3). Very good s~f shorts,

«==3 The kan Who Sold the lioon (Shasta,
$3). Five more excellent s-f talcs.
--=: The Puppet Masters (Doubleday, $2%),
Fairly entertaining light novel about a
paresitic race that possesses minds,
--~t luldo and Magic, Inc, ({Doubleday,
$2%). Two frothy fantasy novelletes,
--=, ed,: Tomorrow the Stars (Doubleday,

$2,95)s 14 tales, relatively new,

Herbert, A.P.: Number Nine, or the lind
Sweepers (Doubleday, $31; Methuen, 106).
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Wonderful satirical fantasy, with psy-
chiatry and civil servants the chief
victims, Thoroughly recommended,

Howard, Llizabeth & Aickmun, Rbt.: Ve
sre For the Darks 5ix Chost Stories
(Cape, 10/6), Carefully written, mod-
ern in cast, but no classics.

Howard, Rbt. E.: The Hourof the Dragon
(Gnome, $3)., On the comic strip level,

Hubbard, L. Ron: Typewrlter in the Bky
and Fear (Cnome, $23). 2 short novels
©of no more than everage quality.

Hyams, fdward S.: The Astrologer (Long-
mans, 9/6), Satirical fantasy sbout a
mathematician's new theory; a Martian
invesion is thrown in for luck also,

Jumeson, ielcolm: Bullard of the Space
Patrol (world, $21)., Pleasantly enter-
taining interplanetary shorts.

Jens, Walter: Nien die Welt der Ange-
lagten (Rowohlt DM8,50)., The famil-
isr mechanized future, enalaved man,

Jones, Rajmoqd F.: The Alien (World,
35¢), lMore paper—bound s~f hackwork,

o R naissance (Gnome, $23), Lignt
s=f, implausible but entertaining.

~-=3 The Toymaker (FPCI, 33), Collec-
tion of fairly interesting shorts,

Jordan, Mildred A.: Miracle in Brittany
(Knopf, $2%). Effective mood novel of
& priest's attempt to convert the pec-
ple in a Breton village where the old
gods still rule. Distinctly goed,

Kasak, Hermanns Der Webstuhl (Suhrksmp,
Dif 7 ), Fine symbolistic parable sbout
the evolution of society & the state,

Keller, David H,: The Eternal Conflict
(Prime, 3%), Borderline fantasy,

-~-t The Lady Decides (Prime, $3%). Dit-
to. Keller fans will probably enjoy
both; each is limited to 350 copies,

Kenton, Ldna, ed.:  Zight Uncollected
Tales of Henry James (Rutgers, pdy).
L couple of fantasies are included,

Kerr, Sophie: The Man Who Knew the Date
(Rinehart, $2L). The protagonist can
predict the dates of people's deaths,

Ineale, Nigels Tometo Cain and Other
Stories (knopf, $3; Collins, 8/6). 29
shorts include several extremely pow-
erful ones with macabre themes,

Klhnelt-Leddihu, Zirik von: Moskeu, 1997
(Thomes, 14,80 Swiss fr,), Crim, dis-
turbing picture of the world 50 years
hence, Well done,

FANTJ‘&S Y COMITENTATOR

Kuttner, Henry: Fury (Grosset & Dunlag,
$1). Adequately entertaining s-f,

Lawrence, Mergery H,:  The Hent in the
Voil (Britain, 1951; no data on hand),

Leiber, Fritz: Gather, Darkness! (Pel-
legrini & Cudahy, $2%). Future science
as a dogmatic religion. Quite good,

Leinster, Murray: Sidewise in Time and
other Scientific idventures (Shasta,
$3)e Good selection of s-f shorts.

~-=-~-y 0d,t Great Stories of Science Fic~
tion (Random, $2.95)(intr. by Clifton
Fadiman), Fairly good collection,

Lieberman, Rosalie: The Jzn Yho Sold
Christmas (Longmans, Green, $2), Uell
told Christmas miracle,

Linklater, Eric: A Spell for 0ld DBones
(Macmillan, $2}; Cape, 9/~)., 2 giants
and a poet: a delightful, wittily told
fantastic parable of our day, Get it.

Long, Frank B., Jr.: John Csrstairs,
Space Detective (Fell, gggzgmper-bound
from Fantasy Books, 1/6)., Pleasant.

luben, Miltons  The Spirit Was Willing
(Greenbergy $2%). A reporter is assign-
ed. to interview a ghost.

#cCloy, Helen: Through a Glass, Darkly
(Random, $2%; Gollancz, 8/6), Starts
as supernatural, ends as mundane,

MacDonald, John D.: Wine of the Dreamers
(Greenberg, $22), Variant on Sinister
Barrier: peOple s minds are possessed
by beings of another planet, Not bad.

lcDonald, Jo: The Voyege of the Eider (Eye
& Spottiswoode, 10/6)., Borderline fan-
tasy of un imaginary arctic expedition,

McDonell, Gordons The Clocktower (Lit-
tle-Brown, $3). Curiously real novel
of a lost race in a Himalayan valley,

Mackenziec, Comptons The Rival Monster
(Chatto & Windus, 11/6). An amusing,
though frequently contrived, zccount of
a sea serpent off the Scottish coast,

MecManus, Seumas: Heavy Hangs the Golde
en Grain (Macmillan, $3), A warm and
humorous fartns 3y of Irecland,

’brgulles, Leo & Friend, Oscar J,, eds.:
Iy Best Science Flctlon Story (Merlin,
$3.95), 25 tales, many of extremely
dubious quality. They take up 600pp.

Merril, Judith: Shadow on the Hearth(%3,
Doubleday ), The effect of an smtomic
ettack on a typical American family ,
FPlenty of verisimilitude and true-to-
life detail. Vorth reading,

.
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Herwin, oamuel. Jr.: The House of Many
Worlds {Doubleday, $24)e Fastemoviag
adventure on "parallel worlds" theme.

Uillicem, J.Fes Hecior et le licnsire

{Gallimard, 350fr.), An allegorical
novel of degth., Borderline,

Hisrock, lienrys God Hsd Seven Dayg 1$3,
Doubleday), Irunic, satirical fantesy
of a miracle and its aftermath,
ilortimer, Chspman: Father Coose {HEart-
Davis, 2/6). Two charming and unusual
leng fantagy noveleties., Ixcellent.

>

Mullen, Stanley: Iinsman cof Iihe iragon

(Shasta, $3), 411 cf Merritt's de=-
vices do not equal Merritt nimself,
HMunby, Alan N. L.t The Alabaster Hand
and Otner Chost Storiss _(hacmillan,
$23 Dcbson, 3/6). Very well writien,

understeatel, but a bit tou teme.

Nathan, Roberts The Innoceut sve ($24,
Knepf ). Fine novel about lucifer,

Noel, Storling: I Killei 3iglin (¥Far-
rar, Straus & Young, 4L3). Abcve aver-
age intrigue in the near futburs,

Nerris, Frank Cellan: Nutro 29 (Rine-
hart, $224), Amusing satire on the in-
vention of a new food substitute,

C'Brian, Patrick: The Last Pool (Seck-
er & Warburg, 9/6). 12 shorts; 2 are
gxcellent supernatural ones.

Oliver, Jane, pseud, (HolenG.L.Rees)
Morning for Mr, Protherc (McKay, $23%;
Hemmend & Hemmond, 9/6). Life after
death, realistically portrayed.

Padgett, Lewis, pseud.(Henry Kuttner):
A Cnome There Vas and Qther Stories
(simon & oschuster, $2%). Good shorts,

~~~3 Tomorrow and Tomerrow and The
Fairy Chessmen (Cnome, $22), 2 short
novels of the future: cne is good and
the cther is excellent,

Parkmen, Sydney: Life Bepgins Tomorrcw
(Pellegrini & Cudahy, $3; Hodder and
Stoughton, 9/6)., Menkind is ail but
wiped out by a deadly plaguse.

Peake, Mervyn L.: Cormeughast (Hyre &
Spottisweode, 15/-), 4 moudern (othic
novel, seyuel tc¢ Titus Grosan,

Peck, Winifred: Unseern array (Faber &
Faber, 10/6)., Dull psychic phenumena.
Picard, Bartarz: The Mermaid and the
8impleton (Cxford, $2; Oxford, 7/6).
Borderline fantasy, enlivened with

illustratione by Philip Gou_h.
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Pratt, Fletcher: Double ip Space (Doub=
leday, 92%). Twu short novels, one of
which ("Project ixcelsiocr") is far bet-
ter than the ether ("Wadaeru" Retury”

ey 0Gs3 world of wonier(Twnyue,w\“v)
19 o-f snortsjy many are fine qgualiiy,
but over half are antholegized already.

Randc;ph, Vance: We Always Lie 10 birangs
ers (Columbie, $4), Ozark tall teles.

Repu, 24 serls The Stellar .issiles {FFCI,
$22). The stuff is really for the birds,

Reynard, slizateths  The itinous wina
(Heughton=-Miffiin, $2§). Tliugiraved
by Wm. Barss. Jarly 18th century Cagpe
Cod, a witch and a devil's advocate;
some very effective atmosphere. These
combine to meke & very guod novel,

Reynolds, sack: The Case of the Little
Green uex (Phoenix, v&,. A fen conven-
ticn ig the locals for this rather un-
distinguished detsctive story,

Richer, Clément: [i-Coyo and His Shark
{Kncpf, $33; Hart-Davis, 87;7. An utter
ly delightful fantasy. Don't miss its

Resenberg, hthel: Uncle Julius egnd the
angel with Heartburn Gimon « schuster,
%T}cloth, $1 pagper,. Heartwarming aund
amusing tale of a man permitted tv re-
live earlier experiences in his life.

Rces, Malcolm: The Man Who Lived Back-
ward (Farrar, Straus, ¢35 Gollancaz,
12/6) Interesting account of a man who
was born in 1940, died in 18635. '

Russell, wric F.3 Dreacful DSanctuary
(Fantasy Fress, $2%). A fairlr enter~
taining, if shallow, ncvel of future.

Ryves, Thos., iwvans: Bandersnatch (Grey
%alls, 10/6). Science~ficticn novel,

Sandcz, Maurice Y.: On the Verpe (Double-
dey, $4%). Four macabre tales in the
Poe tradition. Illus, by 5, Dali,

Sewsell, ilizabeths: The Dividing of 1
{Dcubleday, $223 Chatto & Windus,lu
Borderline novel of daydreaming.

Simak, Clifford D, Cosmic fngineers
(Gnome, $3), Adequate space opera.

ww-t Time and Agein (Simon & Schuster,
$2%). Ditto. Serimlized in Galgxyes
"Time Quarry." The bock is poorly bound.

Smith, Clark Ashtont  The Dark Chateau
(Arkham, %2%)., 40 poems in an edition
limited to 500 copies. Viorth owning,
Smith, s w.: First Lensman (Fantasy
Press, $3), Under-par space opers.
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---: Calactic Patrol  (Fantasy Press,
$3). Acceptable space cpera, marred
semewhat by an overly abrupt ending.

--~: Cray Lensman (bantasy Press, 3 ).
Probably the very best in the series,

Stapledon, wm. Claf: A Man Divided (5/4,
Methuen )., Ixcellent novel of a dual
personality. ©Stapledon's last work.

Stewart, .ill, pseud.(Jack Williamson s
(8imon & Schuster, $2%). 4 wmediccre
ncvel of 22nd century intrizue,

---: Sestee Ship (Cnome, %27), & sequel
to the above Seestee Shock, is on an
even lower level, Skip this one too.

Strange Tales from "Blackwood" (Plack-
“wood, 7/6,. Stories ranging from ly-
centhropy to death rays. Too obvious.

;turgeon, Theodore, pseud. (.dward H,

Waldo)s The Dreaming Jewels (Creen-
berg, 2—) Expanded and vrewritten

version of ¢ 1950 Fantastic adventures
serial., Corn in the economy-size z€ boX.

Taine, John, pseud, (5. T. 3ell): The
Iron Star (FPCI, $3). Reprint,

---t peods of Life (Fantasy Press; 43 )
A below-avers age Taine novel,

Tashlin, franks:s The Posaum that Didn't
(Farrer, straus, 1), Amu81ng satire
on moderns, illustreted by the author,

---1 The World that Isn't (2, Simon &
Schuster)., DBut this one is a flop,

Temple, Vm. F.: The Four~Sided Trian.le
(Fell, $2%; Long, 9/6, 6/-). Pleasant.

Thurber, James: The Thirteen Clocks
(Simon & ochuster,'ZEE, Hamilton, 9/%).
A rather poor, confused fairy tale,no-
where as good as The lhite Deer..

Tomalin, ntuths All souls (Faber &
er, 12/6). A witch's revengs:
acters too eccentric to he real,

Tourville, Anne de: Jabadao (Stock,
480fr, ). Beeutiful poetic trestment
of an old supernatural legend. (ood,

Tucker, “filson: The City in the Sea
(Rinehart, 424)., An above-average tale
of the future spoiled by a poor ending,

Turner, Jamess My Life with Borlev Rec-
tory (Bodley Head, 10/6). Hilarious
tour de force spooflng life in a fam-
ous British haunted hause., Londerfull

Fabe
clhigar-

Vance, Jack, pseud,(Henry Xuttner): The
Dying ~arth (Hillman, 25¢). Collec~

tion of shorts about the future.
Van Vogt, A. L.t The House that Stocd

FANTASY CQhelallTal

Still (Greenberg, +2%). A new detective
fantasy, s fast-paced and confusing-
ly plotted es usual in Van Vogi,

~e=3 insters of Time (Fantasy Press, 5/

Also includes "The Changeling." So-go.

The Vovage of the Space Beagle @;,J

Simon & ochuster; Frayson, P/G,. 4 ox-

celleont short s-f tales. Undoubtedly

the autnor's best book to dute, L

--=1 The uszpon liakers (Greenberg, ¢2;/,

Completely rewritten and improved.

The lwepon oncps of Isher (lresh-
berg, 9<i). 4n attempt to ceopitalize
on the previous title's popul“rlty.

-

-
o~

Verrill, a. Hyatt: The Bridge of Light
(Fantasy Press, $3). 4n unconvincing

plct overlays the authentie background.
Vollmoeller, Larl: The Last sirncle ($4
Duell, sloene & Pierce; Cassel, 15/-),
verlong, tedious tale of mysticism.
wagenknecht, Ldward C.. ed,: The Col-
lected Tales of | wblter de la liere WH-,
Knopf ). 24 of the author's 53 stories
plus an excellent introduction,
Viallerstein, James S5.: The Jewon's ‘ir-
ror (Harbinger, $3%). A mirror that
gives the viewer his heart's desirg---
but at a terrible price.
Werner, Rex: Men of Stones: g leledrzma
(Lippincott, $25; Lane, 9/-). A worto-~
whlle al’egorlcal fantasy

FPCI) Ms. tltled "The . Aad bzaln
Wellard, James Eoward: Journey 1o & 2igg

Mountain (Dodd, $3; Laurie, 9/6,, Bor-

derline: about & spurious miracle.

Wells, Basil: Doorways to Spuce (FPCI,
$2%). Pardon us while we retch.

West, Anthonyt: Another Kind (Zyre and
Spottiswoode, 12/6). 4 grim, effective

account of future British civil war,

Williams, Chas.t The Region of the Sum-
mer Stars (Oxford, $li; Oxford, 6/-.
Poetry concerning King Arthur @nd the
Holy Grail; = sequel to " Teliessia
through the Logres" (1938).

Wilkins, um, Vaughan: The City of Frozen
Fire (iacmillan, $3; Cape, 9/6)., in-~
terteining novel of a lost race in o.s

Williamson, Jack: The Cometecrs (Fentasy
Press, $3). 4lsc contains "One Against
the chion." Neither is outstanding, -

Dragon's Island (Simon « Schuster,

A poor rehashlnb of olan.

6210,



dr

FANTASY COMMENTATOR

---: The Green Girl (Avon, 25¢). Below
par, dated s-f novel, Don't touch it.

Willingham, Calder: The Gates of Hell
(Vanguard, $21). 25 shorts, a few of
which are unfortunately fantasy.

Wilson, Damsey: The Dark Mare (Double-
day, $3%). Shallow, frothy account of
a woman being elected U.S. president.

Winn, Rowlend: My Dear, It's Heaven
(Cassell, 9/~). Cheerful, if satiri-
cal, fantasy akin to Qutward Bound.

Wollheim, Donald, ed,: Every Boy's Book
of Science-Fiction (Fell, $2%). Most-
ly pre-1935 titles; few truly good.

-—-t Flight into Space (Fell, $23; Fan-
tasy Books, 1/6). A truly atrocious
collection, There are 12 entries.

Woodruff, Philip, pseud.(Philip Mason):
The Island of Chamba (Clarke, Irwin,
$2; Cepe, 9/6), An imaginary island in
the Indian Ocean is the locale of an
otherwise mundane novel.

Wiylie, Philip: The Disappearance (Gol-
lancz, 12/63 Rinehart, $3%). Suppose
all men on the planet should vanish?

Wyndham, John, pseud. (John B, Harris):
Day of the Triffids (Doubleday, $21;
Joseph, 10/6). World catastrophe nov=-
el; was serialized in Collier's,

Bell, MNeil, pseud.{S. Southwold): Three
Pairs of Heels (Redman, 10/6), Two
dozen shortssy a few fantasy,

Bennet, Kem: The Fabulous Wink (Pelle~
grini & Cudahy, $3; Hart-Davis, 10/6,
as The Wink). Delightfully amusing
account of a minor miracle, Get it,

Brooke, Jocelyn: Imasge of a Drawn Sword
(Knopf, $22), A psychological, slightly
supernatural thriller, Borderline,

Clarke, Arthur C.: The Sands of Mars:an
Interplanstary Novel (Sidgwick & Jack-
son, 10/6;. Readeble, but too femiliar,

Fles, RParthold, ed.: The Saturday azv-
ening Pos®t Fantasy Stories (Avon, 25¢).
Nine entriess some s-f, some fantasy,
one supernatural, All eminently read-
able, Undoubtedly a bargain!

Futuristic Science Stories  {Spencer,

1/6). Mediscre British paverback,
Home~Gall, idward R.: The Human Rat
(Allen, 1/6); The Human Pat versus the
Gangster (allen, 1/6}; The Phantom
Ice-Demon {Panmure, 7d. ). The less
said sbout these horrors the hetter,

18¢

Lewis, Oscar: The Lost Years (Kuopf, $3).
Worlds of If: Lincoln's post-1865 life
if he had not been assassinzted, Good,

Neill, Robert: Elegant Witch {Doubledey,
$3L). Vitcheraft in Britain duringthe
Seventeenth Century.

0'Reilly, John: The Glob {Viking, $1%).
Mildly smusing fzble on the origin of
man, illustrated by Walter Kelly,

Stern, J. Devid: Eidolon (Messner, $3).
Semi-s-f, embodying {anotherl) attempt
to link science and religion.

Van Vogt, A. E.: Destination: Universe
(Pellegrini & Cudahy, $3,. Ten moder-
ately satisfying short s-f stories.

~==000--=

The above list of fantasy titlesis
admittedly somewhat incomplete in the
realm of British paperbacks. Your edi-
tor is aware of nearly a dozen pocket-
books published in Znglend by name, but
lacks knowledge of their publishers, or
perhaps perpetrators would be a better
word, They are relatively unimportant,
however, mostly of the Fearn - Hamilton-
Reed ilk., I'11l include them in the next
issue's "This-'n'-That" column if miss-
ing dsta cen be located.

Likewise space limitation. forbids
my citing here reprints and/or sny non-
fiction volumes pertaining to the fan-
tasy field, A& selected listing of the
latter category at least is also await-
ing this column in the next Commentetor,

This is probably the idezl place to
thank all those subscribers and friends
who wrote letters of appreciation & nd
praise and surprise after receiving the
long delayed and almost given-up-for-

lost Commentator #25. I wish I were
able to express gratitude to each one
individually,

I wish too that each leiter could be
included in "Open Houss"---but there
wouldn't be room even if F.C.'s policy
didn't rule most of them out, (Pleasant
&s I find them to read, they're mostly
too personally-directed to be of general
interest, Keep 'em coming, anyway.)

Brratum in "Open House": line one,
page 192: insert "writings" after "Wein-
baum's"; sorry, F.T.L..

Next issue: probably not until late
Summer or early Fall, A N e
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OPEN HOUSE

(LOTTERS FRCL. RuaDaR3)

Contributing editor Derrell Richardson comuments briefly:

e as e — Rl

Fronkly, I had forgotten that I had written ".aster of Fantasy" until
seeing it in print in the last Commentator: It was conposed about two years ago
and since then a number of additional fzcts have turned up concerning this once-
legendary person, "“Frances otevens," it hus now been definitely established, is
the pseudonym of irs. Gertrude Rennett., Fossibly I should have culled wy article
" distress of Fantasy": TIncidentclly, Lloyd .shbach of Fantasy Press has prouis-
ed that the first special limited edition his companyv publishes will be Krances
Stevens' Thrill Bock serial, "The lleads ¢f Cerberus,"

it

The blame for furning "Frances" into "Frencis" in .r, Richardson's article. by the
way, falls on your editor's head, not on hii- . o » « JFrom New Zealond Thomas

C. L. Cockeroft writes:

I still have the issue of The acolvie in which the abridged formof Sam
roskowitz's article on Weinbaum ppeured at the time, T wished that the complete
text had been published, and heve often wcndered since if it did appear anywhere
~=~-50 I was pleased to find it in the last Comuentztor. I have a few additions
and corrections, though. On page 141 "Professor Ne'&nt" should sctually be "Pro-
fessor Néant': excuse me if vou consider this quibbling, but you will probebly
agree that the acute accent resolves what is otherwise an awmbiguity. TPerhaps it
is equally quibbling for me to point out that the penultimate sentence in the sec-
ond paragreph on the same page might suggest to the uninformed that "The Brink of
Infinity" appeared in Wouder otories while that magazine was still being putlish-
gd by Cerunsback,

T am afraid that wr, Moskowitz is a trifle mistaken in what he says
about "Tidal loon," Uhere, pray, in this tale, do the young man and the girl fles
before a Conymedian flood? Mor do they encounter "freak animals on every page';
the freak animals-~-save the land leet, which is not particulerly peculiar---all
have been encountered before Carol Ient comes into the story. also, I feel it is
gross exagperation to say that Helen leinbeum “introduced enough crazy ‘gadzooks'
to sheme her inspiration.” There are actually only five "queer animels" (six if
we include the land leet): the hipp, the nympus, the "metamorphosis-amoeba,” the
blanket buat and the unnamed beast with hypnotic powers; the gamma rorquel is men-
tioned ounly incidentally as e victim of the amoeboid creature. and if the nyi-
pus, hipp and land leet are eliminated as being fairly close to "normal," that
leaves only three of the crazy variety.

Finelly, in looking over the cppended bibliography, I notice three auis-
sions: from part II (a), an eppreciation by D.K.5mith, "The admirable Weinbaum,"”
Fantasy Review II, 8 (april-iay, 1948); from pert II (B), a review of A Uartian
Odyssey anc Others by arthur T. Fillman, ocience-iantasy Review IIT, 16 (autwan,
1945 ): and the story "Parasite Plenet" has been reprinted in a paper-bound book-
let of thet title published by the Whitman Press Pty. Ltd., Sydney, NeolWe, aus-
tralia (48pp.s 85 x 54, 6d.)~--included also being Feinlein's "Life-Line" end a
sketch "about Venus," which also appeared in the anthology Flight into space.

I was intrigued by Wetzel's contribution, T don't think his idea has
ever been precisely expressed before, "The Hound" (1922) also fits into the pat-
tern quite distinctly. august Derleth, in his essay "The Weird Tale in unglish
Since 1890," ststes unequivocally that the narrator in "The Outsider"is a ghoul,
which is not, of course, completely justified---at least not by the context of
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that story slcone, The sentence in the penultimate paragraph of "The Outsider,”
"How T ride with the mocking and friendly ghouls on the night-wind,” takess oa g
sligh 1y new significance when the use made by the ghouls in "The Jream - Luest
of Unknown fadath" of +he nignt-gaunts is considered, The ghoul- ~changeling idea
enters into stories by other authors bhesides~—-"The N“melGSo Of fspring" of Clark
agnoton omith and "The Crinning fhoul" of Kobert Rloch can certainly be considersd
membe"s of the tribe, while Henrr Iuttrer had a ghoul of sorts in "The Ore eveycrd
Rats.” OUne tale that expresses the idea very plainly is "Fer Below"” by Robert B,
Johnson, which appears strongly influenced by Lovecraft's work, altnough it was
not listed in the ivans and Lanev Tertative Bibliography of HE.P.L., which includ-
ed a list of Lovecraft-inspired storleo.

lirs Cockc rn~t is the compiler of the excellent brochure The Tales of Clark ishion

¥

I

Smiths bllography {1551, ’h“s is teing distributed in lngland by G

man, snd in the U,5.4, by Nuseell J, Hodgkins. Those who wigh to ootalh it 43
ect mey rontccv pr, Cocleroft at S 5tilling ut., uulllng, Lower ﬁutt, New Zgg-
lazd, . . ., Mext we hear from Francis T. Lanev:

vam Joskowitz, that exhumer of picayune minutiase from the pest, found
it neces ssery to preface his Veinbeaum article with an extraneous, insulling, inac-
curate and (unintentionslly) amusing account of its history, I don't know what
his meretricious attack on me has to do with Leinbaum---it must be sublimating his
desire to exclude me from o convertion.

In 1945, when The Acolvte was in its heyday, the name of Sam Moskowitz
eppeared on its meiling list., Since he was known a2s a prolific writer and re-
viewer, I sent him the routine come-on for masterial thet I habitually dispatched
two or three times e week to anyone who might pos sibly contribute, Hoskowit z
took the request more seriously than most rec*olents, and promptly submitted the
weinbaum manuscript,

1 did not read it when received---glancing at it only enough tosee that
with a bit of revision here and there it would be okay~---and accepted it for use
a5 soon as possible,

Starting with the Winter, 19242 issue,; tne masthead of every number of
Ine Acolvte bore the legend "Accepted msterial is subject to editorial revision
when necessary," It is the considered opinion of both co-editor Semuel U. Rug-
sell and ayself that this policy of revising mss, wss ons of the major reasons
the megezine won honors as number one fenzine two yeers running, Certainly there
was nc rezson for anyone to be surprised if their stuff was edited, since *thire-
teen consscutive Acolytes advertised the fact on the masthead.

shen T ceame to stencil Koskowitz's article, I collided head on with the
fact that, es submitted, it had to be drastically edited in order to make it read-
able; and with the further fact that it was too bad to be edited as I stencilleq
it, A rewrite was in order,

Here is where I made my big mistake. I should have rejected the arti-
cle. I should have told loskowitz that I had accepted it unread on the strength
of his perheps over-rated reputation as a writer, and that on reading it I felt
it was too poorly written to mest The Acolvte's standards,

I guess I had some romantic notion sbout not going back on my word, So
I sent out & frantic 505 for Hussell, znd we spent an entire evening revising.
(Russell, incidentally, was all for rejecting the article. ) I recall only one

specific incident from the revision session: lussell had been franticelly pruning
superfiuous verbiage for a whole page; I was looking over his shoulder and said,
"Sam, why not just cut out the whole pege? It says nothing."” He looked at it a
moment , and then ran a heavy mark through it all. "I couldn't see the forest for
the trees, " he said sadly.
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There was no bibliography of weinbaum's published submitted by iosko-
witz, so I compiled one myself,

I was congratulating myself on having saved the day until IHMoskowitz
blew his wig because I had altered some of his prose, which like 0{od's evidsnt~
ly is divine and not to be tampered with. (If he'd tamper with it a little him-
self it would improve his style by IOOZ. Vhat gives soms of these ameteur writ-
ers a pseudo-Marcissism about their own work?)

ile submitted a hot-tempersd statement and ordered me to publish it in
the next acolyte., OSince then---as now---I can't be ordered worth a demn, I sub-
mitied to him an equally hot-tempered answer and proposed to run the two togeth-
er, I also wrote a calm and impartial statement which covered the facets in the
case, znd suggested he might prefer it instead.

It is regrettable that his name came out "Dam iloskowitz," bui I actusliy
did not catch this typographical error until the page was being mimeographed. lLie
of course knows I did it all on purpose,

Ye also knows, "all prevarications to the contrary," that six pages of
space were gvailable, and that we had just slashed a fourteen-paged article 1o
make it fit,

It's nice to be so infallible,

The fact is, we would have run an article of any length if +the space
were filled by meaningful words instead of mere verbisge, Russell's article on
M, R. James ran a full twenty-four pages as published, for example.

soskowitz takes violent exception to our editing job, I have compared
the two versions, and think on the contrary that the editing was good, I can
find no place where words were put into his mouth, Vhile the Acolyte version of-
ten replaces e parsgraph in the originzal with 2 single sentence, the single sen-
tence usss his own key phrases crlthe meaning is basically the saue,

and I'1l stick by my guns and say that the Acolvie version is far bet-
ter than thie current augmented one, It highlights l'oskowitz's extremely sens-.
itive &nd discerning taste in short descriptive phreses, and eliminates the wordy
flounderings and verbcose ramifications thet meke most of his writings so stuffy,
pompous and unreadeble., Tt indicetes thst Moskowitz could become a very good
writer, even by professional standards, if he could lezrn en economy of words, I
wish that I could publish the two versions in parallel columns and show you what
I mean,

Contributing editor Sam lioskowitz repliess:

Francis T, Laney, author, editor and publisher of Ah, oweet Idioccy.,
whose 80,000 words are devoted almost completely to his own trivial experiences,
would seem an incredibly unqualified judge of what is or is not "picayune minu-
tiae" and verboseness. To unravel the tangled web he has woven one needs rely on-
ly on orderlv thinking and objective facts,

¥irst, the genesis of the Weinbaum ms, lir. Laney states that on receipt
of a "routine come-on for material"™ I submitted it "promptly."” Unfortunately for
him, I happen to be one of those systematic individuals who saves and files all
of his correspondence. Here are Francis T. Laney's own words on this metter,
quoted from letters to me., The first is dated ifay 13, 1945; the second, July 1,

(o] &
S Acolytes's columns would be open to a contribution from you,
if you don't mind my tossing a hint in your generel direction,

You mention an erticle in the event I'm caught short,
I'm OK on this coming issue . . . but the one after that
looks pretty bed, I've nothing in sight aside from a couple
of promised articles , . . this means that the cupboard is
bare, as my article backlog is all going into #11, S0 if you
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think you could get something to me »y 3eptember 10tu or 15th
(or preferably, by sept. 1) I would be grateful as all heck.

I am not particular what you write about.

se quotations show that Laney's come-on received a polite brush-off (tc the
cct that I was very busy on ny fan history) but adding that if ever hLe were
n 2 really bad spot he should let me know and I would try to help. Back he then
came, hat in neand, His magazine had a good reputation and I tried hard to give
bim somethirg decent, 1In due time I completed the article, dispatched it to him,
and received the following acknowledgement (dated weptember 16, 1945 ):

I'm sorry nct to have written sooner and acknowledged
the much oppreciated “einbaum arficle, hs ycu've probably
noticed The Acolyte has been plaving tag with co-editor Rus-
sell’'s article on . R. James for arcund a year ncw.... e
got it. As & result, we are using it for this issue, and
scheduling vour article for the issue of Jan., 15. This is no
reflection on vour article, but simply a reflection of the
fect that the Jamss opus has been promised in at lesst three
different issues and faile« to mesterializs

O0ddly encugh, in reading over the artlcle carefully, I
am struck by the different light in which vou and I regeard
Weinbaum, You dismiss the New Adam witn pretty much of a
shrug, whereas I consider it to bte worth all the rest of Wein-
baun's writings put together, and cne of the best stftales of
2ll time, Of course, I'll not charnge your article in this
respect, but we probably will use & review of New Adam by
John Hollis iason, the Canadian fan who is one of NA's chief

admirers,
Thanks enormously for all your worik and support.

n

In 1945 Laney said he read the ms, "carefully, In 1952 he claims to
heve just glanced at it, 'as he telling the truth then, or is he doing sc now?

Leney also speaks of "amateur writers" who heve "a pseudo- Narcissism
about their own work." He says nothing, however, about tune delusions of grandeur
afflicting many equally amateur edltcrs. I do claiw to be an amateur writer in
spirit, but technically Ican qualify as a prcfessional, heving hed tlires stories
published in 1941-42, OSuch work of course does not make my cvery phrase sacred,
but it does seem significant to me that these were printel with cnly one chenge
of any kind thet T cculd discover---and this one, I was told, was a typorsraphical
grror. I regerd F, Orlin Tremaine and Melcolm Reiss, who bought the spories, to
be more competent judges of writing than Francis T. Leney. August wverleth, who
solicited several articles fror me for The Arkham vampler, went tc¢ the trouvle
to write me that he had found in two of my mss., a wrong word usage, cne gramrati-
cal error and two omitted commes, and asked permission to correct them, I hore
I gm not bresking lr, Leney's heart when I say that I regard iir, Derleth asamure

xperienced editor than he, and at all times a busier man,

ieney claims he cannot find any place in the Weinbaum article where he
has altered my opinicns by injudicious editing, Below is a paragraph as it wes
originally. The capitalized portions are whet The Acolyte publishedy the rest,
what was cut out. I ask the reader to study it hlaself and decide whether the
meening is the same. And this, of course, is merely one sample of many I wmight

quote: i -
"THL PLACK FLAME" lacked much of the beauty of writing

strle so noticeadle in "Down of PWaue. This feature novel
in the first issue of Srariling Storiss TBLLS AN ENTHRALLING
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TALE OF A MAN OF THi PRESENT WHO AWAKES IN THE FUTURT AND Alw
TER AN UNUSUAL SZRILS OF ADVENTURLS LIVES TO MARRY THE BLACK
FLAKE AND GAIN IMMORTALITY FOR HIMSELY, "THE BLACK FLAMi"
PATINTS A VaS3T CANVAS OF WRINBAUM'S WORLD OF THE FUTUBRE, Di-
vergent itrends of human evolution are shown AND woven imto an
adventure story of undeniable excellence., 3till, a bit of
cutting might not have been auiss to remove passages of in-
ferior quality which drag down the average of the work. "The
Slack Flame" as it stands is not a great story. It I8, how-
ever, a NICELY DON& romentic edventure of the future, ZMIN-
ENTLY READABLE AND INJOYABLE,

m

Francis T. Laney is not the only fan magazine editor who has altered
material unwisely---he is to my mind merely one of the most consciencelessly fla~
grant, TIn a letter to me dated lfarch 3, 1946 he states:

The revision of this essay was the jcint work of Russell and
nyself, and in the considered opinion of both cf us, improv-
ed the article at least 500%.

Now in his current comnunication he remarks that with a little "tampering" I can
look forward to only e 100% improvement by my own feebls efforts. It is o bleak
and dismal future indeed when my most carefully revicged mss. will achieve but a
third of the Laney-Russell greatness,

4 careful reading of Laney's stztement about the bibliography shows
that it is not a complete denial of what I seid at all, bhut merely a cereful equi-
vocation that sounds like one, It is true that I did not compile a complete
'bibliogrephy of Weinbaum's published writings,"” as he says, but I did compile a
bibliography {complete as of that date} of his books, contributions to fan maga-
zines snd the writings of others about him---these comprising the bulk of the
listing as printed in the last Fantasvy Commentator, parts I (B) and (C) end II.
To dispel any doubts that such was submitted to The Lcolyte, I need only quote
from the editorial in the Fall, 1945 number (III, 4, p.2):

Certain to appear in the next issue is a long article on the
iete Stunley Weinbaum and his writings together with a de-
tailed bibliograpny by Sam Moskowitz,

As usual, the clinching proof of what really happened is furnished by the words
of Francis T. Laney himself,

#inally, the question of whether "Dam Moskowitz" was or was not a pur-
poseful error. Obviously this is a point on which neither of us can furnish ri-
gid proof, That is why I never outrightly accused Laney (contrary to his letter)
of perpstrating the deed, though since he has brought up the matter I don't mind
admitting T think he did, Here's why: It is certeinly true that everybody mekes
typograghicel errors, I maintain, however, that if & typist corrects an error
he will very, very seldom fail to notice if he replaces it by a new error, But
that, if we are to believe Laney's story, is precisely whet happened in this in-
stance., Yor under the "D" of "Dam" there is a faint outline of an "A", Inter-
ested readers can see this in the Spring, 1946 Acolyte (IV, 2, p. 24),

Anyone who desires way wake arrsngements with me teo view any or all of
the source-material I have cited, The above may be considered my last statement
on the matter in "Open House," which I think is better devoted tc other things
than replying to reécriminations., If Mr, Lesney wishes, I ghall of course be glad
to reply by letter to any new erguments he wishes to bring up.

In conclusion, I want to thank Tom Cockcroft for his interesting com-
ments and for the welcome additions to the 'einbaum tibliography.

L



